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This evening forum is presented by the Cathedral College of Faith & Culture as part of the Cathedral’s A 
Better Way programming, a series of events designed to help Americans live together, learn from each other 
and find a way forward as a nation in polarized times.   

The College of Faith & Culture convenes people from all walks of life to find connection and common 
ground. We are committed to building bridges through education, conversation and compassion.  

Copies of Oath and Honor by Liz Cheney and And There Was Light by Jon Meacham are available to 
purchase from the Cathedral gift shop in the back of the nave.

Program
Cory Booker believes the American dream isn’t real for anyone 
unless it’s within reach of everyone. He has dedicated his life to 
fighting for those left out, left behind, or left without a voice. 

Booker grew up in northern New Jersey and earned his 
undergraduate degree from Stanford University, where he played 
varsity football, volunteered as a peer counselor, and wrote for 
the student newspaper. A Rhodes Scholar, he studied at Oxford 
before earning his law degree from Yale in 1997. After law school, 
he moved to Newark, founded a nonprofit providing legal 
services for low-income families, and lived in the Brick Towers 
housing project until its demolition in 2006. 

At 29, Booker was elected to the Newark City Council, where 
he challenged entrenched politics and fought for safer, stronger 
communities. In 2006, he became Newark’s mayor, leading 
the city through its largest economic growth since the 1960s, 
reducing crime, and expanding affordable housing, parks, and 
educational opportunities. 

Elected to the U.S. Senate in 2013, Booker has emerged as 
a national leader on criminal justice reform, co-authoring the 
bipartisan First Step Act. He also champions food security, 
nutrition, and equitable opportunity, serving on the Judiciary, 
Foreign Relations, Agriculture, and Small Business Committees. 

The Hon. Cory A. Booker 

 Pulitzer Prize–winning historian, was named Canon Historian of 
Washington National Cathedral in 2021, the first to hold this title. 
In this role, Meacham preaches and leads public conversations 
on faith, spirituality, and civic life, and helps shape the Cathedral 
College of Faith & Culture, a hub for programming on public 
engagement, culture, and leadership. He is the author of 12 books, 
including three presidential biographies, and won a Pulitzer Prize 
for American Lion: Andrew Jackson in the White House. Meacham 
eulogized former President George H. W. Bush and occasionally 
advises President Joe Biden.

Jon Meacham 

WELCOME 
The Very Rev. Randolph Marshall Hollerith 
Dean, Washington National Cathedral 

EVENING CONVERSATION 
The Honorable Cory A. Booker  
United States Senator for New Jersey 

Jon Meacham 
Canon Historian, Washington National Cathedral 

AUDIENCE Q&A 
Virtual audience members are invited to submit 
questions before and during the conversation by 
scanning the QR code.



Washington National Cathedral is a house of prayer for all people, conceived by our 
founders to serve as a great church for national purposes. We strive to serve God and 
our neighbors as agents of reconciliation, a trusted voice of moral leadership and a 
sacred space where the country gathers during moments of national significance.

The Cathedral receives no operating support from the federal government or any 
national church body. Every service, concert and public program is made possible 
by the incredible generosity of individuals like you.


