
The Tradition of Choral Evensong
Welcome to Washington National Cathedral. It is an ancient tradition for the people of God to offer praise and prayer as the 
day draws to a close. Choral Evensong is a service of sung evening prayer. The text of the service is drawn almost entirely from the 
Bible. The main purpose is to proclaim the wonderful works of God in human history, and in the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. Sung psalms and canticles are interwoven with readings from the Old and New Testaments and the recitation of 
the Apostles’ Creed and Lord’s Prayer. Other prayers and hymns are drawn from the many centuries of the Christian Church. 
The congregation is invited to listen reflectively and prayerfully as the choir offers prayer and praise on their behalf. Many find 
this frees them to offer to God their own thoughts and prayers.

The people’s responses are in bold.

The people stand as able as the procession enters.

procession with pipes and drums

hymn  •  492
Sing, Ye Faithful, Sing with Gladness	 Sung by all.	 Finnian
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the opening sentences from holy scripture
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whose mercy has given us a new birth into living hope by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.     I Peter 1:3
Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. For since death came through a human 
being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being.     1 Corinthians 15:20-21

preces	 First Set, Bernard Rose (1916–1996)
Cantor	 O Lord, open thou our lips;
Choir	 And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
Cantor	 O God, make speed to save us;
Choir	 O Lord, make haste to help us.
Cantor	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
Choir	 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.
Cantor	 Praise ye the Lord.
Choir	 The Lord’s name be praised.

The candles are lighted as the choir sings.

phos hilaron	 Andrew Walker (b. 1955)
The Phos hilaron is an ancient lamp-lighting hymn. Meaning “gladdening light” in Greek, it is among the earliest-known 
hymn texts recorded outside of the Bible that is still in use today.

O gracious Light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing thy praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Thou art worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds.

The people are seated.

psalm  •  115	 Sung by the choir.	 chants: Gerald Knight (1908–1979),
Ivor Atkins (1869–1953)

Not to us, O Lord, not to us,
but to your Name give glory;
    because of your love and because of your faithfulness.
Why should the heathen say,
    “Where then is their God?”
Our God is in heaven;
    whatever he wills to do he does.
Their idols are silver and gold,
    the work of human hands.
They have mouths, but they cannot speak;
    eyes have they, but they cannot see;
They have ears but they cannot hear;
    noses, but they cannot smell;
They have hands, but they cannot feel;
feet, but they cannot walk;
    they make no sound with their throat.



3

Those who make them are like them,
    and so are all who put their trust in them.
O Israel, trust in the Lord;
    he is their help and their shield.
O house of Aaron, trust in the Lord;
    he is their help and their shield.
You who fear the Lord, trust in the Lord;
    he is their help and their shield.
The Lord has been mindful of us, and he will bless us;
    he will bless the house of Israel;
    he will bless the house of Aaron;
He will bless those who fear the Lord,
    both small and great together.
May the Lord increase you more and more,
    you and your children after you.
May you be blessed by the Lord,
    the maker of heaven and earth.
The heaven of heavens is the Lord’s,
    but he entrusted the earth to its peoples.
The dead do not praise the Lord,
    nor all those who go down into silence;
But we will bless the Lord,
    from this time forth for evermore.
    Hallelujah!
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

the first lesson	 Read by John W. Hunter.	 Daniel 4:1-18
King Nebuchadnezzar to all peoples, nations, and languages that live throughout the earth: May you have abundant 
prosperity! The signs and wonders that the Most High God has worked for me I am pleased to recount. How great 
are his signs, how mighty his wonders! His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his sovereignty is from generation 
to generation. I, Nebuchadnezzar, was living at ease in my home and prospering in my palace. I saw a dream that 
frightened me; my fantasies in bed and the visions of my head terrified me. So I made a decree that all the wise men 
of Babylon should be brought before me, in order that they might tell me the interpretation of the dream. Then the 
magicians, the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the diviners came in, and I told them the dream, but they could not tell 
me its interpretation. At last Daniel came in before me—he who was named Belteshazzar after the name of my god, 
and who is endowed with a spirit of the holy gods—and I told him the dream: “O Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians, 
I know that you are endowed with a spirit of the holy gods and that no mystery is too difficult for you. Hear the dream 
that I saw; tell me its interpretation. Upon my bed this is what I saw; there was a tree at the center of the earth, and its 
height was great. The tree grew great and strong, its top reached to heaven, and it was visible to the ends of the whole 
earth. Its foliage was beautiful, its fruit abundant, and it provided food for all. The animals of the field found shade 
under it, the birds of the air nested in its branches, and from it all living beings were fed. I continued looking, in the 
visions of my head as I lay in bed, and there was a holy watcher, coming down from heaven. He cried aloud and said: 
‘Cut down the tree and chop off its branches, strip off its foliage and scatter its fruit. Let the animals flee from beneath 
it and the birds from its branches. But leave its stump and roots in the ground, with a band of iron and bronze, in the 
tender grass of the field. Let him be bathed with the dew of heaven. and let his lot be with the animals of the field in 
the grass of the earth. Let his mind be changed from that of a human, and let the mind of an animal be given to him. 
And let seven times pass over him. The sentence is rendered by decree of the watchers, the decision is given by order of 
the holy ones, in order that all who live may know that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdom of mortals; he 
gives it to whom he will and sets over it the lowliest of human beings.’ This is the dream that I, King Nebuchadnezzar, 
saw. Now you, Belteshazzar, declare the interpretation, since all the wise men of my kingdom are unable to tell me the 
interpretation. You are able, however, for you are endowed with a spirit of the holy gods.”
Here ends the reading.
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The people remain seated as the choir sings.

magnificat	 Evening Service in F major “Collegium Regale”; Charles Wood (1866–1926)
The Magnificat is the Blessed Virgin Mary’s song of thanksgiving in response to the fact that she will bear the Son of God, 
fulfilling the promises of the Old Testament.

My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 

For he hath regarded  
the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold from henceforth  
all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me,  
and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him  
throughout all generations. 

He hath showed strength with his arm;  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat,  
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things,  
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,  
as he promised to our forefathers,  
Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

(Luke 1:46-55)

the second lesson	 Read by Christopher M. Humphreys.	 John 21:15-25
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than 
these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” A second time 
he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus 
said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt 
because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you 
know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to 
fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and 
someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.” (He said this to indicate the 
kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.” Peter turned and saw the 
disciple whom Jesus loved following them; he was the one who had reclined next to Jesus at the supper and had 
said, “Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?” When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about him?” 
Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? Follow me!” So the rumor spread 
in the community that this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, but, “If it is 
my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?” This is the disciple who is testifying to these things and 
has written them, and we know that his testimony is true. But there are also many other things that Jesus did; if 
every one of them were written down, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be 
written.
Here ends the reading.

The people remain seated as the choir sings.
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nunc dimittis	 Evening Service in F major “Collegium Regale”; C. Wood
The Nunc dimittis is the song of the aged Simeon, who had been promised by the Holy Spirit that he would not die until he had 
seen the Messiah. Upon taking the infant Jesus into his arms, Simeon utters these words of thanksgiving.

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,  
according to thy word, 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,  
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,  
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

(Luke 2:29-32)

The people stand as able.

the apostles’ creed	 Said by all.�
The Apostles’ Creed grew from statements of belief made by early Christians at their baptism. The Church continues to confess 
this same faith in the Holy Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
    creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
        and born of the Virgin Mary.
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended to the dead.
    On the third day he rose again.
    He ascended into heaven,
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
    the holy catholic Church,
    the communion of saints,
    the forgiveness of sins,
    the resurrection of the body,
    and the life everlasting. Amen.

the lesser litany	�  First Set, B. Rose
Cantor	 The Lord be with you.
Choir	 And with thy spirit.
Cantor	 Let us pray.
Choir	 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
	 Christ, have mercy upon us. 
	 Lord, have mercy upon us.
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the lord’s prayer	 Said by all.�
Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

the suffrages	�  First Set, B. Rose
Cantor	 O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;
Choir	 And grant us thy salvation.
Cantor	 O Lord, save the State;
Choir	 And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Cantor	 Endue thy ministers with righteousness;
Choir	 And make thy chosen people joyful.
Cantor	 O Lord, save thy people;
Choir	 And bless thine inheritance.
Cantor	 Give peace in our time, O Lord;
Choir	 Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
Cantor	 O God, make clean our hearts within us;
Choir	 And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

the collects

The cantor sings a series of prayers, appointed for the day, each followed by a choral Amen.

O God, whose blessed Son did manifest himself to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open, we pray thee, the eyes 
of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Lord God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ triumphed over the powers of death and prepared for us our place in 
the new Jerusalem: Grant that we, who have this day given thanks for his resurrection, may praise thee in that City of 
which he is the light; and where he liveth and reigneth for ever and ever. Amen.

O God, who dost manifest in thy servants the signs of thy presence: Send forth upon us the Spirit of love, that in 
companionship with one another thine abounding grace may increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The collects conclude with: 
Cantor	 Let us bless the Lord.
Choir	 Thanks be to God.

The people are seated at the invitation of the homilist.
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the homily	 The Reverend Dr. David A. Renwick

offering

An offering is received to support the Cathedral’s ministry of sharing God’s love. All are invited to make a gift as the plate is 
passed, by scanning the QR code on the back of this leaflet, or online at cathedral.org/give.

anthem
Let All the World in Every Corner Sing	 Sung by the choir.	 Kenneth Leighton (1929–1988)

Cho.	 Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing,
		  My God and King.
  Vers.	 The heav’ns are not too high,
	 His praise my thither fly:
	 The earth is not too low,
	 His praises there may grow.
Cho.	 Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing,
		  My God and King.
  Vers.	 The church with psalms must shout,
	 No door can keep them out:
	 But above all, the heart
	 Must bear the longest part.
Cho.	 Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing,
		  My God and King.

(George Herbert, 1593–1633)

The people stand as able.

Procession with Pipes and Drums

Presentation and Blessing of the Tartans	 The Reverend Dr. David E. Gray,
Christopher  M. Humphreys,

The Reverend Dr. David A. Renwick

The tartans are presented at the high altar by the president of the Saint Andrew’s Society of Washington, DC. A blessing is 
offered, and the people respond, Amen.

Memorial Prayer

The memorial prayer is offered, and the people respond, Amen.

Pipes
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hymn
The Summons	 Sung by all.	 Kelvingrove

the Prayer for Saint Andrew
Almighty God, who gave such grace to your apostle Andrew that he readily obeyed the call of your Son Jesus Christ, 
and brought his brother with him: Give us, who are called by your Holy Word, grace to follow him without delay, and 
to bring those near to us into his gracious presence; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen.
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the general thanksgiving	 Said by all.�
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

the blessing

The officiant blesses the people, and the people respond, Amen.

retiring procession with pipes and drums
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saint andrew’s society

Celebrating over 250 years, the Saint Andrew’s Society of Washington, DC, is a charitable association of men of 
Scottish birth or ancestry. The objectives of the Society are to afford charitable and educational assistance to Scots and 
their descendants, to perpetuate Scottish traditions and culture, and to promote social activities among its members. 
The Society, in furtherance of its primary objective, is the trustee of the Washington Scots Charity and Education 
Fund. Scholarship funds are awarded annually to qualifying scholars pursuing studies here and abroad. Please visit 
the Society’s website at www.saintandrewsociety.org.

president
Christopher M. Humphreys

vice president
John W. Hunter

secretary
B. Caleb Graham

treasurer
Ian Simmons

chaplain
The Reverend Dr. David E. Gray

chaplain emeritus
The Reverend Dr. Richard Sheffield

sergeant-at-arms
David S. McKenzie

kirkin chairman
Travis Cody Haddock

pipe major
Matthew F. Kuldell

color guard
Ken Young
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service participants
officiant

The Very Reverend Randolph Marshall Hollerith
Dean, Washington National Cathedral

cantor
The Reverend Spencer W. Brown

Priest Associate, Washington National Cathedral

homilist
The Reverend Dr. David A. Renwick

Pastor Emeritus, The National Presbyterian Church, Washington, District of Columbia

assisting clergy
The Reverend Dr. David E. Gray
Chaplain, Saint Andrew’s Society

readers
John W. Hunter

Christopher M. Humphreys

musicians
The Girls Cathedral Choir

Thomas M. Sheehan
Organist & Interim Director of Music, Washington National Cathedral

Edward Hewes
Associate Organist, Washington National Cathedral



Thank you for joining us in worship. Please know that your participation with us today has been a blessing.

The work of this Cathedral is made possible entirely through the support of individuals like you. The gifts of people 
from across the country and the world are behind every worship service, concert, public program, and the daily work of 
maintaining this historic landmark and house of prayer for all people. 

All are invited to make a gift to support the Cathedral’s ministry of sharing God’s love.
As the plate is passed.  •  By scanning the QR code at the left.  •  Online at cathedral.org/give.

Thank you for your generosity.

flowers  The flowers throughout the Cathedral are given to the glory of God. The High Altar: in memory of Mr. and 
Mrs. Edwin Kellogg Trowbridge; St. Mary’s Chapel Altar: in memory of Ruth Elena Pettey; Holy Spirit Chapel Altar: in 
loving memory of Lydia B. Middleton; Children’s Chapel Altar: in memory of Gladys and Gustave Tauber; Bethlehem 
Chapel Altar: in thanksgiving for Hazel Lohr Sheckells; Christ Child: in thanksgiving for the baptism of Isabel Parker 
Semler; Urns at the Crossing: in memory of Ada M. and Henry B. Kellog; Folger Bay: in honor of Lee Folger.

permissions  Texts of the Old Testament and Gospel taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 
1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved. Phos hilaron, psalm, canticles, suffrages, prayers, creed, collects, and thanksgiving taken from the Book 
of Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain. Sing, Ye Faithful, Sing with Gladness. Text: John Ellerton (1826–1893), alt. Public 
domain. Music: Finnian. Christopher Dearnley (1930–2000), Copyright 1966, Oxford University Press. Reprinted under 
One License #A-709283. The Summons. Text: John Bell (b. 1949), Copyright 1987, GIA Publications, Inc., Iona Community, 
and WGRG. Reprinted under One License #A-709283. Music: Kelvingrove. Scottish folk melody. Public domain.
All Cathedral worship services are livestreamed via video for our online congregation. By participating in this service you 
acknowledge that you may be visible on live broadcast or archived video. If you are uncomfortable about the possibility of 
appearing on video, please see an usher to be reseated in a more private area.

organ renovation project  The Cathedral is under active construction as part of the Organ Renovation Project, 
and St. John’s Chapel is currently closed and inaccessible. Learn more about the Organ Renovation at www.cathedral.org/
organ.


