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Saint Paul tells us, "the spirit you received is not the spirit of 
slaves bringing fear into your lives again; ... " Yet there is a spirit of 
fear which has permeated our community and our nation, and we who by the 
Holy Spirit have been made children of God must now firmly address this fear 
in our own lives and in the life of the diocese, 

The proximate cause of our fear is Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome -
AIDS. There is no doubt that AIDS is a terrible affliction bringing suffering 
and death to those who have it. It strikes men, women, children, and newborn 
babies; black, white, and Hispanic persons; homosexuals and heterosexuals; 
those who use drugs and those who do not. The fear of being exposed to the 
AIDS virus is a real one, but research tells us that it is not casually 
transmitted, and that one is not in danger of catching AIDS by touching someone 
who has it, or eating with them, or sitting next to them in church, nor even 
in sharing the Sacrament of Christ's Body and Blood with them. I, personally, 
have had no hesitancy in sharing the Cup with those who have AIDS or who have 
been exposed to it. 

The prophet Isaiah spoke eloquently about the man of sorrows who was 
despised and rejected. Our Lord, nailed to the cross, was the most pointed 
example of one who was despised and rejected. Our fear of exposure has produced 
a large new group of men and women of sorrows, who are, in unspeakable ways, 
despised and rejected even by some who identify themselves as followers of 
the crucified Lord. Persons with AIDS have been fired from their jobs, evicted 
from apartments, abandoned by parents and friends, and frequently left unfed 
in hospital beds. This is not just happening ·somewhere else; it is happening 
within the boundaries of this diocese. 

The cruel fear goes beyond our being afraid of exposure. It is also 
a manifestation of our inability as Christians to deal openly and honestly 
with issues of death and dying and with the mystery of human sexuality. 
Persons dying from AIDS are often young, previously healthy and vigorous; they 
are often babies who have had no chance at living a full life. We feel we have 
no weapons to deal with such terrors. Some have said that God's punishment is 
being visited upon persons with AIDS. I reject this notion completely as a 
narrow, skewed vision of how the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ deals 
with his people. Ours is a God of forgiveness and reconciliation who continually 
calls his people to repentance and new life in him. If he visited all of those 
who sin with fatal diseases or natural disasters, the human race would have been 
wiped out long ago. 
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