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The people’s responses are in bold.

prelude
Great Are You, Lord Jason Ingram (b. 1974), Leslie Jordan, David Leonard (b. 1985)

The people stand as able at the introduction to the hymn.

hymn at the procession • 645 (stanzas 1–2, 5–6)
The King of Love My Shepherd Is Sung by all. St. Columba

the opening acclamation
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy;
for you rule the world with justice.
With fairness you rule the peoples,
and guide all the nations upon earth.
Let the people praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
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hymn of praise 
In the Midst of Every Blessing Sung by all. Nettleton

prayers for the day
God of all peoples and nations, we have gathered in this place to pray for our country. We come from varied backgrounds 
and political beliefs that often put us at odds with our friends, our family, and our neighbors. In this time of prayer, 
inspire us through your Spirit to a renewed sense of unity. Move us beyond the things that would divide to a deep 
awareness of all that we share. In your holy Name, we pray. Amen.

God of eternity, you have called us to live in peace, love, and unity. During this time of divisiveness, we pray for your 
intervention to bring about unity and love. May they be the rock on which we stand as we continue to glorify your 
Name. Amen.

God of all power, on this election day be with us as we vote guided by prayer. We hold before you our country, 
candidates for election, their families and staffs, voters, and all election officials that we may have a safe, free, and fair 
process. Amen.

The people are seated.

sacred reading
Jewish Tradition Deuteronomy 16:18-20

You shall appoint judges and officials throughout your tribes, in all your towns that the Lord your God is giving 
you, and they shall render just decisions for the people. You must not distort justice; you must not show partiality; 
and you must not accept bribes, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and subverts the cause of those who are in the 
right. Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue, so that you may live and occupy the land that the Lord your God is 
giving you.
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prayer
Our God and God of our ancestors,
with hope and humility we approach 
 on this Election Day,
the day on which We the People
will choose the individuals
who will govern our nation, our states,
and our communities.
You have abundantly blessed
the United States of America
with freedom, security, prosperity,
and the right to democratic self-government.
You made it possible for the founders of our country
to fulfill the command of Your Torah,
to “proclaim liberty throughout the land,
and unto all the inhabitants thereof.” (Leviticus 25:10)
Daily we pray to You
to restore our leaders as in former times.
On this Election Day,
help us to remember
that in America we are responsible
for choosing our own leaders,
and that the survival of our democracy,
and the well-being of generations of 
 Americans to come,
depend upon the care we take in those choices.
Daily we pray to You
for knowledge, discernment, and wisdom.
On this Election Day
grant us those blessings in full,
so that we may consider our choices with knowledge
and vote with discernment and wisdom,
with the best interests of our country
and our communities in mind.

Daily we pray to You
to subdue the arrogant in our time.
On this Election Day, and every day,
help us to subdue the arrogance within ourselves.
Open our hearts and minds
to consider the opinions of our fellow citizens,
as we call upon them to consider ours.
Strengthen our will
to fulfill our duties to our country
and to one another.
To exercise our precious right to vote.
And to do all we can to ensure
that every legal vote is counted,
regardless of the candidate or party
for whom it is cast.
May it be Your will
that our decisions this Election Day
will preserve this country
as a wellspring of liberty
and a beacon of tolerance and democracy
for the entire world.
And let us say Amen.

anthem
God Be in My Head Sung by the choir. John Rutter (b. 1945)

God be in my head, and in my understanding;
God be in mine eyes, and in my looking;
God be in my mouth, and in my speaking;
God be in mine heart, and in my thinking;
God be at my end, and at my departing.

(from Sarum Primer, 1514)
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sacred reading
Muslim Tradition Qur’an 49:13

“O humanity! Indeed, We created you from a male and a female, and made you into peoples and tribes so that you 
may get to know one another. Surely the most noble of you in the sight of God is the most righteous among you. God 
is truly All-Knowing, All-Aware.”

Qur’an 4:114
“There is no good in most of their secret talks—except those encouraging charity, kindness, or reconciliation 
between people. And whoever does this seeking God’s pleasure, will be granted a great reward.”

prayer
Living God, repair the souls of our fellow citizens, so that they may echo the voice of reason, wisdom, and sanity in our 
country and all over the world, with unwavering respect for human rights and commitment to dignity and security 
for all people.
 God, for the sake of those children dying out of pain, for the sake of the mothers crying out of despair, for the sake of 
those seeking a dignified home to claim for themselves and their families, and for the sake of the earth suffering out 
of destruction, make this a moment with full commitment to dignity of all people and all citizens of this country of 
ours, and to the earth.
With sincere hearts, we ask that You inspire our leaders elected or about to be, with the ability to love unconditionally, 
to serve passionately, and to become a voice of truth and justice vigorously.
God, restore their faith in you so that they may continue to be agents of goodness, harmony, peace, optimism, and 
tranquility here in the United States and around the world.
God, we pray for a new path of reconciliation between all races, all religions, and all nations.
God, inspire these leaders graduating with the ability to turn fears to love, to inspire us to break the swords of war, to 
put off the fires of hate, and to march together in the gardens of kindness, justice, and liberty.
We praise you O God! Ever living… Ever giving… Ever Loving… Ever Kind… Ever Holy…

anthem
Make Us One Sung by the ensemble. Carol Cymbala (b. 1947)

Make us one Lord, 
Make us one.
Holy Spirit, make us one.
Let your love show,
So the world will know,
We are one in you.

sacred reading

Christian Tradition John 12:27-28
Jesus said, “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this 
reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, 
and I will glorify it again.”
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prayer
Almighty and eternal God, source of all wisdom and understanding, bless this nation and all who dwell within it. In 
a time when so many feel alienated, fearful, and angry, grant us courage and compassion to respect neighbors whose 
views differ from our own. Enable us to see one another not as enemies, but, in all our diversity, as beloved children 
created in your image. Remove any hatred and malice from our hearts and sow love and goodwill in their place. Guide 
us to heal our fractured and divided nation, that we may find reconciliation rather than recrimination. In the midst 
of our struggle for justice and truth, help us uphold our devotion to democracy and the rule of law. Let us never take 
for granted the freedoms won in generations past and may your wisdom lead us to better ways to live together with 
humility, civility, and generosity of spirit. We ask all this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

reflection The Right Reverend Mariann Edgar Budde

anthem
We Will Stand Sung by the ensemble. Russ Taff (b. 1953)

Sometimes it’s hard for me to understand,
Why we pull away from each other so easily.
Even though we’re all walking the same road,
Yet we build dividing walls between
Our brothers and ourselves.
But I, I don’t care what label you may wear,
If you believe in Jesus you belong with me.
The bond we share is all I care to see.
And we can change this world forever 
 if you will join with me,
Join and sing, sing.
Refrain You’re my brother, you’re my sister,
 So take me by the hand.
 Together we will work until He comes. 
 There’s no foe that can defeat us,
 When we’re walking side by side.
 As long as there is love,
 We will stand.

The day will come when we will be as one,
And with a mighty voice together
We will proclaim, that Jesus,
Jesus is King. 
And it will echo through the earth,
It will shake the nations,
And the world will see, see that
Refrain
The time is here, the time is now,
To take a stand, to make a vow. 
I won’t let go, you’re not alone,
Now and forever, we’ll sing together.
Refrain

The people stand as able.

the prayers of the people

After each intercession,
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
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the lord’s prayer Said by all. 
Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

the closing prayers
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart, and especially the hearts of 
the people of this land, that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our 
divisions being healed, we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of the earth for your glory, to serve you in freedom and in peace: 
Give to the people of our country a zeal for justice and the strength of forbearance, that we may use our liberty in 
accordance with your gracious will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our powers and privileges: Guide the people of the United States 
in the election of officials and representatives; that, by faithful administration and wise laws, the rights of all may be 
protected and our nation be enabled to fulfill your purposes; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Eternal and loving God, we thank you for our great nation. Thank you for the liberties we have through our 
Constitution.  We thank you for the right to vote freely without fear. Thank you for giving us the wisdom, discernment 
and knowledge to vote for the benefit of the nation. Amen.
Almighty God, who has given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly ask that we may always prove ourselves 
a people mindful of your favor and glad to do your will. Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, 
and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil 
way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes brought forth out of many peoples and 
tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in your Name we entrust the authority of government, 
that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience to your law, we may show forth your praise 
among the nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, 
suffer not our trust in you to fail; all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

the blessing

The bishop blesses the people, and the people respond, Amen.

the dismissal
Go out into the world to be people of love, justice, peace, and hope.
Thanks be to God.
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hymn at the closing • 680
O God, Our Help in Ages Past Sung by all. St. Anne

postlude
“Praeludium” from Suite circulaire, Op. 1289 Carson Cooman (b. 1982)
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sources and permissions 
Sacred Readings Jewish and Christian: New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 1989, Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Muslim: 
THE CLEAR QURAN, Dr. Mustafa Khattab, Book of Signs Foundation. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Liturgy Opening acclamation based on Psalm 67. Opening prayer of the day (adapted) taken from Ecumenical Prayer 
Service for Election Eve/Day, Christian Faith and Interfaith Ministry, Disciples of Christ. Jewish prayer, “A Prayer for 
Our Country Before Election Day," David Abernethy, 2024, Open Siddur Project. Used under Creative Commons 
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attribution. All rights reserved. Prayer response and the Lord's Prayer taken from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979. 
Public domain.
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Columba. Irish melody. Public domain. In the Midst of Every Blessing. Text: Scott Kearns, Copyright 2008, S. Kearns. 
Used by permission. Music: Nettleton. From A Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813. Public domain. Make Us One. 
Carol Cymbala. Copyright 1994, Carol Joy Music (admin. by ClearBox Rights, LLC) and Curb Word Music (admin. by 
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(1823–1889). Public domain.
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Thank you for joining us in worship. Please know that your participation with us today has been a blessing.

The work of this Cathedral is made possible entirely through the support of individuals like you. The gifts of people 
from across the country and the world are behind every worship service, concert, public program, and the daily work of 
maintaining this historic landmark and house of prayer for all people. 

All are invited to make a gift to support the Cathedral’s ministry of sharing God’s love.
As the plate is passed. • By scanning the QR code at the left. • Online at cathedral.org/give.

Thank you for your generosity.


