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Standing Commiittee Executive Council Adopts $13.9 Million Choral Society
approves General Church Program Budget for 1975 Premiering

women priests

by Pam Chinnis

At its January meeting, the Siand-
ing Committee of the diocese voted B
to 2 to certify two women deacons for
ordination to the priesthood, They are
Alison Palmer of 8t, Columba's, DC,
and Lee Wiesner of St. Margaret’s.
The Btanding Committee's approval is
the second of three hurdles candidates
- for ordination must pass. The first is
the approval of their own parish ves-
try. Candidates who are then certified
for ordination by the Standing Com-
mittee must finally be approved by
the Bishop. .

Bishop Creighton has said that he
will not ordain women to the priest-
hood until after the 1976 General
Convention, Bishep Creighton has
given firm support to ordination of
women to the priesthood but at a meet-
ing of the House of Bishops in Mexico
in QOctober he agreed with his fellow
bishops to withhold such erdination
until after the General Conventien
can consider the matter again.

Following an unprecedented open
hearing Dec¢. 18, the Standing Com-
mittee voted B to I with one absten-
tion to approve for ordination to the
priesthood duly qualified candidates
“without regard {o gender”, At that
meeting, the Committee did not act
on individual applications.

That action followed a 2% hour
open hearing in which 38 perscns ad-
dreaged the question of ordaining
women, Of the speakers, 18 were men
and 20 women, Of the men, ten were
priests (6 pro and 4 con), and 8 were
aymen (6 pro and 8 con). Of the
women speakers, only two spoke
against women's ordination.

The Executive Council has approved a General Church Program
budget for 19756 in the amount of $13,925,732, an increase of $300,000
over the 1974 figure. The $18.9 million budget was recommended by the
General Convention in 1973 and is balanced with estimated income as re-
guired by the Convention. (The General Program Budget and statement

of estimated income apvear on vage 10.)

The 1976 budget requests from Council committees and other church
agencies under the General Church Program amounted to $15.1 million.

Acting on recommendation of " the
Executive Group of the staff and the
Finance Committee of the Council, the
Couneil adopted an Income Develop-
ment Program to find alternative ways
of funding priority aspects of the
church’s program which cannot be in-
cluded in the $13.9 million budget.
Presiding Bishop Allin said he hoped
the Executive Council might “enable

The hearing moved expeditiously

_and smoothly with each speaker being

allowed a maximum of three minutes.
At the close of the heaving, the Rav.
Tdgar D, Romig, president of the
Standing Cominittee, commented, “The
Btanding Committee is pleased with
the eonduct and tone of the speakers.
Although each speaker expressed his
or her point of view with conviction
and deep commitment, each spoke
positively and without rancor. Spenk-
ers addressed themselves to the issue
and not to personalities."”

_ Miss Palmer, deputy divector of the
Office of Central African Affairs Tor
the State Department, would like to
join the growing number of *worker
priests’” within the Episcopal Church.
Mrs. Wiesner, who is serving as an
unpaid assistant at St. Margaret’s,
has expressed intersst in a hospital
chaplaincy.

this Church to provide the additional
funds” needed to meet all the program
requests.

The $300,000 differential in the
1975 budget reflects both euts in some
programs-—such. ag granfs to minori-

. ties—and increases in other items—

such ag staff salaries and administra-
tive costs.

Debated and defeated during the
budget session were resolutions to
restore proposed cuts to three pro-
grams: §60,000 to the Beard for Theo-
logical Education, $78,000 to the three
black eolleges, and $81,000 to the
Ministry Council. Also defeated was
a move to provide a $50,000 subsidy
to The Fpiseopalion, The 1978 General
Convention approved a “one-year sub-
sidy of $150,000 for 1974” with the
understanding that “would be the
wind-up of itz subsidization of The
Episcopalion,” the Rev. Robert Parks,
chairman of the communication com-
mittee, reminded BExecutive Council
members.

Other arcas suffering budget cuts
include the Commissions for Black
Episcopalians, Hispanic Affairs, In-
dian Worle and Community Acticn and
Human Development.

{Another story about the Executive
Council meeting, including budget de-
liberations, appears on page 10.)

HYMNUS PARADISI

Two contemporary works by Britigh
composers are heing offered by the
Cathedral Choral Soeiety Sat., Feb.
22, and Sun., Feh. 28, in Washington
Cathedral,

In addition to Sir William Walton's
Belshazzar's Feest, the occasion will
premiere in this area Herbert Howells'
Hymnus Paredisi, Composed for the
Worcester Festival of 1950 and writ-
ten as a requiem forr a son who died
in boyhood, it includes passages from
the Buriail Office of the Book of Com-
mon Prayer and the Latin Mass for
the ‘Dead. In the Sanctus, Part IV,
the Latin and English are sung simul-
tanecusly and at times in unigon, So-
loists are soprano Phyllis Bryn-Julson,
who has appeared frequently with the
New York Phitharmonie, the Boston,
San Franeisco and National Symphony
Orchestras, and Gene Tucker, tenor
soloist of the Washington Cathedral
Choir.

David Clatworthy, baritone with the
New York City Opera, will sing the
title role in Belshazzar’s Feast, com-
pozsed in 1981 for the Leeds Festival
Performed in 1963 by the Choral So-
ciety, it was reviewed in The Washing-
fon Posf as “‘exofic, neo-pagan, rau-
cous and exciting, with the brassy
sweep of an Old Testament spectacu-
lar, incredibly barbariec and lush.”

For tickets, write or call Washing-
ton Cathedral, DC 20016; $66-3428.
Cost is $8, $6.50, $5.50 for reserved;
$3.50 for general admission. The
Saturday performance is at 8 p.m,,
Sunday will be at 4 p.m.
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Episcopal Bishop Favors

Women Priests in Future

By Marjorie Hyer
Washington Post Staff Writer

A convention of Washington
Episcopalians yesterday lis-
lened politely to their bishop's
reasons for not ordaining
women o the priesthood now,
then adopied a resolution as-
suring him of their whole.
hearted support should he
change his mind,

In his address to the annual:
convention of the Episcopal
Diocese of Washington, the Rt.
Rev, William P. Creighton re-
affirmed his commitment in
principle  to  lifting ‘the
church's traditional barrier
against women in the priest
hood, a tradition he calledi
“unconscionable.” !

He said, however, that for!
him to ordain a woman to the!
priesthood now — as his dioce-|
san advisers have urged him:
to do - would limit her fune-;
tioning as a priest to this dio-|
cese since the national churchii
has yet to approve the ordina-,
tion of women. '

The chureh's next natlonal,
General Conyention scheduled |

for Minneapolis in Qctober,!
1976. is scheduled te rule on!
the issue, ;

In taking his pnsition.%
Bishop Creighton has declined
the advice of his top advisory)
hody the Standing Committee,
which has certified for ordina-
tion two women candidates —
the Rev. Allison Palmer and|
the Rev. Lee Weisner.

The reseclution was adopted
yesterday by the annual eon-
vention meeting at St. Alban's
School on the grounds of the

Washington Cathedral. It af-] “For many years to come

firms the Convention's sup-
port of the hishop “should he
at any time decide to proceed

with the ordination to the.

priesthood of any women dea.
cons recommended by the

women will not be welcomed
in some parts of the church so
‘why not start now,” she said,

Mrs. Eisenhart pointed out
.that the standing commitice at

1op's position on the women’s

lin advance that should he, in|

its 1ast meeting certified three
Standing Committee,” In thelpersons'fnr ordination: Miss
Episcopat Church for men, be- Palmer, Mrs. Weisner and
coming a deacon is & step on.Fred Quinn. '
the way to becoming a priest. : “One of the three (Quinn)
In presenting the conven-'will be ordained in three
tion’s resolution, the Rev. Ed.'weeks because he happened 1o
gar Romig, rector of theibe born male” she said. “The
Church of the Epiphany and| other two cannot be ordained
also chairman of the standing: because they happened.to be
committee, reviewed the bhish.|born female.” =
The question of women's.
ordination isue and said: “We:role in the church dominated:
do not presume to urge on the:this year's convention as it has.
bishop an action deemed un.'for the past three years.
wise." _ im‘l‘#e asse.:(rl]bht', w[hi?h Susar{
. 0 ‘Rich, president of Episcopa
Crl:ieghatlr?: ¢r.lh;§dalt;atsa?é8h}?iﬁ'Churchwomen, pointed out is
mind 13 open to hoth sides,” i“a'?kpcrt_cent not fem?le." also
While “respecting the bish. took action to purge its consti-

' "y d (tulion and canon laws of re-
Op's reasons” for not proceed-"girinigns hecause of sex,
ng for the ordination of

women now, Father Romigl ' resoiution, which would
; ' ipenalize any church fo I
said the intent of the resolu. | y church for pe

; : mitting “any knowingly unau-
tion was to “assure the bishoplyparized person or persons” to

! ) erform the sacraments, w
his wisdom later on decide t“};’oundly defeatzad. nis, was

ordain women hefore October,  Afthough no names were
1976.. . .he has the loval sup-Iyentioned, the resolution was
port of the dincese.” The reso- ghyjoysly  directed at the
lution, which — engendered.chyreh of St. Stephen and the
some debate was adopted 121 |1p.arnation which last Novermn.
to 78. iber invited the Rev. Allison

Earlier, in het report from a Cheek to celebrate the Eu- °
special diocesan committee on charist. Mrs. Cheek 18 one of

fthe Ordination of Women, 11 women whose ordination to

Helen Eisenhart registeredithe priesthood last July 29 in
her disagreement with Bishop :Philadelphia was later de-
Creighton's wait-.until-"76 ‘clared invalid by the church's
stance on ordaining women.  ;House of Bishops.
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I suspect that all of us here wish that these (now four) women
had not propelled us into this difficult situation. However no
matter how uncoemfortable or pained we feel, it has nothing to do
with the rightness of these fully qualified and certified women
being ordained to the priesthood.

I do understand your position, Bishops, but since you believe
that General Convention approval of ordination for women is not
necessary but only desirable--and since every authoritative body
within this diocese has given assent to your ordaining now, it is
regrettable that it is Bishop Barrett doing the ordaining and not
one of you. We can certainly never know but I suspect the dis-
ruption and dissention would under that circumstance be minimized.

It may help te get through this knowing that in the historical
perspective our inheritors will wonder what all the fuss was about.
In fact many of our fellow protestants already do!

It is said tﬁat this ordination will damage the cause of
women in the priesthood. Perhaps, but if so, then petulance and
capriciousness must be attributed along with sexism to the opposi-
tion, for nothing should be able to affect the fulfillment of a
cause that is ethically and morally right. Nor would there be any
Justice in punishing many in order to take revenge on a few.

Bishop Creighton, Bishop Walker--I respect you both. I do
not act out of anger or defiance--but as long as women may not
be regularly ordained, and as long as they choose to be irreg-
ularly ordained, I choose to stand with them.

-
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