
Choral Evensong
in Thanksgiving for Cathedral Volunteers

May 12, 2024

4:00 pm

The Cathedral Church of Saint Peter & Saint Paul



Washington National Cathedral would not be able to fulfill its mission without the more than 800 
Cathedral volunteers we celebrate through this service of Choral Evensong. Serving across all areas 
of Cathedral ministries and programs, Cathedral volunteers reflect the faith, joy, and welcome at the 
heart of all that we do. We are strengthened by your passion for the work that we undertake together 
and humbled by your eduring commitment to offering your time and talents to this sacred place.

For all these gifts, and for the gift of your friendship, thank you.



The Tradition of Choral Evensong
Welcome to Washington National Cathedral. It is an ancient tradition for the people of God to offer praise and prayer as the 
day draws to a close. Choral Evensong is a service of sung evening prayer. The text of the service is drawn almost entirely from the 
Bible. The main purpose is to proclaim the wonderful works of God in human history, and in the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. Sung psalms and canticles are interwoven with readings from the Old and New Testaments and the recitation of 
the Apostles’ Creed and Lord’s Prayer. Other prayers and hymns are drawn from the many centuries of the Christian Church. 
The congregation is invited to listen reflectively and prayerfully as the choir offers prayer and praise on their behalf. Many find 
this frees them to offer to God their own thoughts and prayers.

The people’s responses are in bold.

organ voluntary
Wondrous Love, Op. 34 Samuel Barber (1910–1981)

The people stand as able as the procession enters.

hymn • 439
What Wondrous Love Is This Sung by all. Wondrous Love

the opening sentences from holy scripture

On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it.    Psalm 118:24

Christ has entered, not into a sanctuary made with hands, a copy of the true one, but into heaven itself, now to appear 
in the presence of God on our behalf.    Hebrews 9:24
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preces Gary Davison (b. 1961)
Cantor O Lord, open thou our lips;
Choir And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
Cantor O God, make speed to save us;
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us.
Cantor Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
Choir As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.
Cantor Praise ye the Lord.
Choir The Lord’s Name be praised.

The candles are lighted as the choir sings.

phos hilaron G. Davison
The Phos hilaron is an ancient lamp-lighting hymn. Meaning “gladdening light” in Greek, it is among the earliest-known 
hymn texts recorded outside of the Bible that is still in use today.

O gracious Light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing thy praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Thou art worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds.

The people are seated.

psalm • 19 Sung by the choir. chant: Stephen Darlington (b. 1952)
The heavens declare the glory of God,
    and the firmament shows his handiwork.
One day tells its tale to another,
    and one night imparts knowledge to another.
Although they have no words or language,
    and their voices are not heard,
Their sound has gone out into all lands,
    and their message to the ends of the world.
In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun;
    it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
    it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens
and runs about to the end of it again;
    nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul;
    the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent.
The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart;
    the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes.
The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever;
    the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
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More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,
     sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
By them also is your servant enlightened,
    and in keeping them there is great reward.
Who can tell how often he offends?
    cleanse me from my secret faults.
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;
let them not get dominion over me;
    then shall I be whole and sound,
    and innocent of a great offense.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight,
    O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

psalm • 46 Sung by the choir. chant: after Martin Luther (1483–1546)
God is our refuge and strength,
    a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
    and though the mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea;
Though its waters rage and foam,
    and though the mountains tremble at its tumult.
The Lord of hosts is with us;
    the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
    the holy habitation of the Most High.
God is in the midst of her;
she shall not be overthrown;
    God shall help her at the break of day.
The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken;
    God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away.
The Lord of hosts is with us;
    the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
Come now and look upon the works of the Lord,
    what awesome things he has done on earth.
It is he who makes war to cease in all the world;
    he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,
    and burns the shields with fire.
“Be still, then, and know that I am God;
    I will be exalted among the nations;
    I will be exalted in the earth.”
The Lord of hosts is with us;
    the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
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the first lesson Exodus 3:1-12
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, 
and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; 
he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this 
great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to 
him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals 
from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He said further, “I am the God of your father, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at 
God. Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account 
of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and 
to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now 
come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, 
the Israelites, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites 
out of Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have 
brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.”

Here ends the reading.

The people remain seated as the choir sings.

magnificat Evening Service “Collegium Regale”; Herbert Howells (1892–1983)
The Magnificat is the Blessed Virgin Mary’s song of thanksgiving in response to the fact that she will bear the Son of God, 
fulfilling the promises of the Old Testament.

My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 

For he hath regarded  
the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold from henceforth  
all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me,  
and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him  
throughout all generations. 

He hath showed strength with his arm;  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat,  
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things,  
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,  
as he promised to our forefathers,  
Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

(Luke 1:46-55)
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the second lesson Luke 10:17-24
The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us!” He said to them, “I 
watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes and 
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, 
that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” At that same hour Jesus rejoiced 
in the Holy Spirit and said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things 
from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 
All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, or who 
the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.” Then turning to the disciples, 
Jesus said to them privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see! For I tell you that many prophets and kings 
desired to see what you see, but did not see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.”

Here ends the reading.

The people remain seated as the choir sings.

nunc dimittis Evening Service “Collegium Regale”; H. Howells
The Nunc dimittis is the song of the aged Simeon, who had been promised by the Holy Spirit that he would not die until he had 
seen the Messiah. Upon taking the infant Jesus into his arms, Simeon utters these words of thanksgiving.

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,  
according to thy word, 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,  
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,  
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

(Luke 2:29-32)

The people stand as able.

the apostles’ creed Said by all. 
The Apostles’ Creed grew from statements of belief made by early Christians at their baptism. The Church continues to confess 
this same faith in the Holy Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
    creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
        and born of the Virgin Mary.
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended to the dead.
    On the third day he rose again.
    He ascended into heaven,
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
    the holy catholic Church,
    the communion of saints,
    the forgiveness of sins,
    the resurrection of the body,
    and the life everlasting. Amen.
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the lesser litany  G. Davison
Cantor The Lord be with you.
Choir And with thy spirit.
Cantor Let us pray.
Choir Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 Christ, have mercy upon us. 
 Lord, have mercy upon us.

the lord’s prayer Said by all. 
Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

the suffrages  G. Davison
Cantor O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;
Choir And grant us thy salvation.
Cantor O Lord, save the State;
Choir And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Cantor Endue thy ministers with righteousness;
Choir And make thy chosen people joyful.
Cantor O Lord, save thy people;
Choir And bless thine inheritance.
Cantor Give peace in our time, O Lord;
Choir Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
Cantor O God, make clean our hearts within us;
Choir And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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the collects

The cantor sings a series of prayers, appointed for the day, each followed by a choral Amen.

O God, the King of glory, who hast exalted thine only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph unto thy kingdom in 
heaven: We beseech thee, leave us not comfortless, but send to us thine Holy Ghost to comfort us, and exalt us unto 
the same place whither our Savior Christ is gone before; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Holy Ghost, 
one God, world without end. Amen.

Lord God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ triumphed over the powers of death and prepared for us our place in 
the new Jerusalem: Grant that we, who have this day given thanks for his resurrection, may praise thee in that City of 
which he is the light; and where he liveth and reigneth for ever and ever. Amen.

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give thine angels charge over those who 
sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield 
the joyous; and all for thy love’s sake. Amen.

The collects conclude with: 
Cantor Let us bless the Lord.
Choir Thanks be to God.

The people are seated.

offering

An offering is received to support the Cathedral’s ministry of sharing God’s love. All are invited to make a gift as the plate is 
passed, by scanning the QR code on the back of this leaflet, or online at cathedral.org/give.

anthem
Alpha and Omega Sung by the choir. Melissa Dunphy (b. 1980)

I saw in my dream:
I heard in my dream
that all the bells in the city rang again for joy;

The gates were opened,
and behold, the city shone like the sun:
the streets were paved with gold;
and in them walked many men,
with crowns on their heads, palms in their hands,
and golden harps to sing praises withal.

I heard in my dream, that it was said,
“Enter ye into the joy of your Lord.”
“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord!”

And after that they shut up the gates,
which when I had seen,
I wished myself among them.

I saw a new heaven and a new earth:
for the first heaven and earth were passed away.

And I saw the holy city coming down out of heaven.
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men,
And God shall wipe away all tears;
and there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow, nor crying, nor pain:
for the former things are passed away.

And he that sat upon the throne said,
Behold, I make all things new.
I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end.

I will give unto him that is athirst
of the fountain of the water of life freely.

Oh, what a beautiful city!

(Adapted from The Pilgrim’s Progress, John Bunyan, 1628–1688; Revelation 21, King James Version; and a Negro spiritual)

The people stand as able.
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the concluding prayer
O Lord, without whom our labor is lost: We beseech you to prosper all works in your Church undertaken according 
to your holy will. Grant to your workers a pure intention, a patient faith, sufficient success on earth, and the 
blessedness of serving you in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

the general thanksgiving Said by all. 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your goodness 
and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the 
blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus 
Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving 
up our selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

the blessing

The dean blesses the people, and the people respond, Amen.

hymn • 539
O Zion, Haste, Thy Mission High Fulfilling Sung by all. Tidings

organ voluntary
“Intrada” and “Toccata” on Wondrous Love Brenda Portman (b. 1980)

•

Following the service, all are welcome to a reception celebrating Cathedral volunteers in the west end of the nave.
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Dean, Washington National Cathedral
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The Reverend Patrick L. Keyser

Associate Priest for Worship, Washington National Cathedral
The Reverend Spencer W. Brown

Priest Associate, Washington National Cathedral

readers
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Jackie Williams

musicians
The Girls Cathedral Choir

Washington National Cathedral
Canon Michael McCarthy

Canon for Music and Director of Institutional Planning, Washington National Cathedral
Thomas M. Sheehan

Organist and Associate Director of Music, Washington National Cathedral
Julie DeBoer

Chorister Program Director and Associate Director of Music, Washington National Cathedral
The Cathedral Choir

St. James Cathedral, Chicago, Illinois
Canon Stephen Buzard

Director of Music, St. James Cathedral, Chicago, Illinois
David Boeckh

Associate Director of Music, St. James Cathedral, Chicago, Illinois
Jessica McCarthy
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flowers The flowers throughout the Cathedral are given to the glory of God. The High Altar: in memory of Martha 
and M. Carter Hall, and Maude and Allen E. Walker; St. Mary’s Chapel Altar: in memory of Helen Files; Holy Spirit 
Chapel Altar: in loving memory of Dorothy G. Rockwell, Elizabeth G. Ryall, and Dorothy Avery; Children’s Chapel Altar: 
in thanksgiving for Dorothy E. Greenwood; War Memorial Chapel Altar: in memory of Mark S. Watson and in honor of 
Susan Owens Watson; Bethlehem Chapel Altar: in honor of the Altar Guild of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Manchester, 
Connecticut; Folger and Dulin Bays: in honor of and thanksgiving for Mother’s Day.

permissions Texts of the Old Testament and Gospel taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 
1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved. Phos hilaron, psalm, canticles, suffrages, prayers, creed, collects, and thanksgiving taken from the Book of 
Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain. What Wondrous Love Is This. Text: American folk hymn, ca. 1835. Music: Wondrous 
Love, from The Southern Harmony, 1835. Public domain. O Zion, Haste, Thy Mission High Fulfilling. Text: Mary Ann 
Thomson (1834–1923), alt. Music: Tidings. James Walch (1837–1901). Public domain.
All Cathedral worship services are livestreamed via video for our online congregation. By participating in this service you 
acknowledge that you may be visible on live broadcast or archived video. If you are uncomfortable about the possibility of 
appearing on video, please see an usher to be reseated in a more private area.

Thank you for joining us in worship. Please know that your participation with us today has been a blessing.

The work of this Cathedral is made possible entirely through the support of individuals like you. The gifts of people 
from across the country and the world are behind every worship service, concert, public program, and the daily work of 
maintaining this historic landmark and house of prayer for all people. 

All are invited to make a gift to support the Cathedral’s ministry of sharing God’s love.
As the plate is passed. • By scanning the QR code at the left. • Online at cathedral.org/give.

By texting the dollar amount you wish to give to 202-856-9005.
Thank you for your generosity.


