
The Entrance Rite

organ voluntary
Selections from Water Music  George Frederic Handel (1685-1759)

introit
God be in my head       Gary Davison (b. 1961)

God be in my head, and in my understanding; God be in mine eyes, and in my looking; God be in my mouth, and in 
my speaking; God be in my heart, and in my thinking; God be at mine end, and at my departing.
                               —Sarum Primer, 1514

processional hymn   •   51       Sung by all, standing.
We the Lord’s people                                                       Decatur Place

opening acclamation

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

collect for purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 
your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

song of praise
Glory to you John Rutter (b. 1945)
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The Word of God

the collect of the day

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

The presider prays the collect and the people respond, Amen.

The people are seated for the readings and psalm.

the first reading Exodus 32:1-14 
When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered around Aaron, and 
said to him, “Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of 
the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold rings that are on 
the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” So all the people took off the gold rings 
from their ears, and brought them to Aaron. He took the gold from them, formed it in a mold, and cast an image of 
a calf; and they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” When Aaron saw 
this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to the Lord.” 
They rose early the next day, and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being; and the people sat down 
to eat and drink, and rose up to revel.
The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted 
perversely; they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an 
image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you 
up out of the land of Egypt!’” The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. Now let me 
alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.”



3

But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom 
you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It 
was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face 
of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. Remember 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply 
your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and 
they shall inherit it forever.’” And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

psalm  106:1-6, 19-23 Chant: E. Vine Hall

Hallelujah!
 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
 for his mercy endures for ever.
Who can declare the mighty acts of the Lord 
 or show forth all his praise?
Happy are those who act with justice 
 and always do what is right!
Remember me, O Lord, with the favor you have
 for your people, 
 and visit me with your saving help;
That I may see the prosperity of your elect
 and be glad with the gladness of your people, 
 that I may glory with your inheritance.
We have sinned as our forebears did; 
 we have done wrong and dealt wickedly.
 Israel made a bull-calf at Horeb 
 and worshiped a molten image;
And so they exchanged their Glory 
 for the image of an ox that feeds on grass.
They forgot God their Savior, 
 who had done great things in Egypt,
Wonderful deeds in the land of Ham, 
 and fearful things at the Red Sea.
So he would have destroyed them,
 had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach, 
 to turn away his wrath from consuming them. 
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the second reading Philippians 4:1-9  
 
My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 
I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, 
help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest 
of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your 
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is 
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence 
and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and 
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The people stand to sing and remain standing for the Gospel.

hymn at the sequence   •   649
 O Jesus, joy of loving hearts       Dickinson College                                                   

the holy gospel                                     Matthew 22:1-14
 

 

Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a 
wedding banquet for his son. He sent his servants to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, 
but they would not come. Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I 
have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come 
to the wedding banquet.’ But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 
while the rest seized his servants, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, 
destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but 
those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding 
banquet.’ Those servants went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so 
the wedding hall was filled with guests. But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there 
who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding 
robe?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him 
into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are 
chosen.”  
  

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.

the sermon       Dean Hall



5

The people stand.

the nicene creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end.
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

the prayers of the people
After each intercession,

Transforming Word, 
Speak through our lives.

The presider prays the concluding collect, and the people respond, Amen.

confession and absolution

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us to 
amend what we are, and direct what we shall be; that we may do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, 
our God. Amen. 

The presider offers absolution and the people respond, Amen.

the peace

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and then are seated.
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the offertory
The people remain seated while an offering is received to support the Cathedral’s ministry of sharing God’s love with the world.

anthem at the offertory
 Rejoice in the Lord alway    Attr. John Redford

Rejoice in the Lord alway and again I say: rejoice.  Let your softness be known unto all men; the Lord is even at hand.  
Be careful for nothing:  but in all prayer and supplication, let your petitions be manifest unto God with giving of 
thanks.  And the peace of God which passeth all understanding keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.  
Amen.

—Philippians 4:4-7

The people stand for the presentation hymn and remain standing.

hymn at the presentation   •   7   
Christ, whose glory fills the skies      Ratisbon

The Holy Communion

the great thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The presider offers our thanks to God for the grace and mercy made available to us in Christ, and in response we sing:

sanctus & benedictus American folk melody

The presider gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ’s passion and resurrection and prays over the bread and wine.
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Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. 
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you 
have made.

In the fullness of time bring us with all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at 
the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. 
AMEN.

the lord’s prayer

As we join our prayers with those of the Church Universal, so we say, each in our own language, the prayer that Jesus 
Christ has taught us,
Notre Père…,  Padre nuestro…,  Vater unser…, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

the breaking of the bread and the fraction anthem
Be known to us Gary James (b. 1957)

invitation  The people are seated.

All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Gluten-free wafers are available; please make your 
need known to the minister. If you desire to receive prayers for healing, you are invited to proceed to War Memorial Chapel after receiving 
Holy Communion.
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worship leaders  
Rev. Canon Gina Gilland Campbell, Rev. Dr. Kelly Brown Douglas, The Very Reverend Gary Hall, Rev. Preston B. Hannibal, Cathedral Singers

flower gifts  
Flowers throughout the Cathedral are given to the glory of God. High Altar: in memory of Margaret Gillespie May and Edward David May; altar in St. Mary’s 
Chapel: in loving memory of Joan K. Thomas, devoted Cathedral volunteer; altar in Holy Spirit Chapel: in thanksgiving for the Charles Ray Long family and 
friends; altar in Children’s Chapel: in memory of Camilla, Lady Pender; altar in Bethlehem Chapel: in memory of Wilma E. English.

permissions 
A Song of Praise: Benedictus es, Domine. Music: John Rutter (b. 1945). Copyright © 1985 Oxford University Press, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-
7092803. Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy Lord: Music: American folk melody; arr. Marcia Pruner, harm. Annabel Morris Buchanan (1889–1983).  Reprinted under 

OneLicense.net #A-7092803.  Fraction Anthem: Be known to us. Music: Gary James (b. 1957). Copyright: © 1992 
Morningstar Music Publishers. Confession and postcommunion prayer from: Common Worship. Church House 
Publishing. Copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 

anthem during the communion
Let all mortal flesh keep silence Edward C. Bairstow (1874-1946)
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and stand with fear and trembling, and lift itself above all earthly thought.  For the 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords, Christ our God, cometh forth to be our oblation, and to be given for food to the 
faithful.  Before him come the choirs of angels, with every principality and power; the cherubim with many eyes, and 
winged seraphim, who veil their faces as they shout exultingly the hymn, Alleluia.

—Liturgy of St. James
 

The people stand.

postcommunion prayer

Holy and blessed God, you have fed us with the Body and Blood of your Son and filled us with your Holy Spirit:  
may we honor you, not only with our lips but in lives dedicated to the service of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

blessing

The presider offers a blessing and the people respond, Amen.
 
dismissal

closing hymn    •   556           Sung by all. 
Rejoice, ye pure in heart       Marion

organ voluntary
Allegro maestoso e vivace, from Sonata No. 2 Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)


