
Washington National Cathedral
The Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Temple

The Holy Eucharist

The Entrance Rite

carillon prelude
Love divine, all loves excelling                                                                                         Hyfrydol; arr. Percival Price (1901-1985)

organ voluntary
Pastorale, from Symphony No. 1 Louis Vierne (1870-1937)

introit
The presentation of Christ in the temple Johannes Eccard (1553-1611)

When to the Temple Mary went, and brought the Holy Child, him did the aged Simeon see, as it had been revealed, 
he took up Jesus in his arms and blessing God, he said: in peace I now depart my Saviour having seen, the Hope of 
Israel, the Light of men. Help now thy servants, gracious Lord, that we may ever be as once the faithful Simeon was, 
rejoicing but in thee; and when we must from earth departure take may gently fall asleep, And with thee wake. 
  
                                                            —Translated from German by John Troutbeck

 
processional hymn  257       Sung by all, standing.

O Zion, open wide thy gates                                                                         Edmonton 

opening acclamation

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

collect for purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 
your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

song of praise
Glory to God Robert Powell (b. 1932)
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The Word of God
the collect of the day

Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only-begotten Son was this day presented in the temple, 
so we may be presented to you with pure and clean hearts by Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The people are seated for the readings and psalm.

the first reading Malachi 3:1-4
 
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his 
temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can 
endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he 
will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, 
until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the 
Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.       

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

psalm 84 Chant: Hubert Parry
The choir introduces the antiphon, then all repeat.

How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; my 
heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. The sparrow has found her a house and the swallow a nest where she 
may lay her young; by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. Happy are they who dwell in 
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your house! They will always be praising you. Happy are the people whose strength is in you! Whose hearts are set 
on the pilgrims’ way. Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, for the early rains have 
covered it with pools of water. They will climb from height to height, and the God of gods will reveal himself in 
Zion. Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; hearken, O God of Jacob. Behold our defender, O God; and look upon 
the face of your Anointed. For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, and to stand at the 
threshold of the house of my God than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. For the Lord God is both sun and shield;  
he will give grace and glory; no good thing will the Lord withhold from those who walk with integrity. O Lord of 
hosts, happy are they who put their trust in you!    

All sing the antiphon.

the second reading Hebrews 2:14-18

Since the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might 
destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by 
the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to 
become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service 
of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he 
is able to help those who are being tested. 
 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The people stand to sing and remain standing for the Gospel.

hymn at the sequence    
Sing of Mary, pure and lowly                         Pleading Savior  
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the holy gospel                              Luke 2:22-40

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, the parents of Jesus brought him up 
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be 
designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, 
“a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this 
man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on 
him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child 
Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your 
salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for 
glory to your people Israel.” And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of 
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and 
a sword will pierce your own soul too.” There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to 
the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At 
that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the 
redemption of Jerusalem. When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned 
to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the 
favor of God was upon him.    

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.

the sermon                                   Rev. Sidebotham

The people stand.

the nicene creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
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He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

the prayers of the people
After each intercession,

Radiant God, Light from Light,
May our lives manifest your glory.

The presider prays the concluding collect, and the people respond, Amen.

confession and absolution

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The presider offers absolution and the people respond, Amen.

the peace

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and then are seated.

the offertory
The people remain seated while an offering is collected to support the Cathedral’s ministry of sharing God’s love with the world.

anthem at the offertory
Arise, shine                             Ned Rorem (b. 1923)

Arise, shine for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. 
For behold, darkness covers the land; deep gloom enshrouds the peoples. 
But over you the Lord will rise, and his glory will appear upon you. 
Nations will stream to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawning. 
Your gates will be always open; by day or night they will never be shut. 
They will call you The City of the Lord, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 
Violence will no more be heard in your land, ruin or destruction within your borders. 
You will call your walls, Salvation, and all your portals, Praise. 
The sun will no more be your light by day; by night you will not need the brightness of the moon. 
The Lord will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory.

The people stand for the presentation hymn and remain standing.

hymn at the presentation  259
Hail to the Lord who comes                                                        Old 120th 
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The Holy Eucharist

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The presider offers our thanks to God for the grace and mercy made available to us in Christ, and in response we sing:

The presider gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ’s passion and resurrection and prays over the bread and wine.

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and this wine. By your 
Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. 

Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with all your saints, past, present, and yet to 
come, we may praise your Name for ever. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

the lord’s prayer

As we join our prayers with those of the Church Universal, so we say, each in our own language, the prayer that Jesus 
Christ has taught us,
Notre Père…,  Padre nuestro…,  Vater unser…, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

the breaking of the bread and the fraction anthem
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invitation  The people are seated.

All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Gluten-free wafers are available; please make your 
need known to the minister. If you desire to receive prayers for healing, you are invited to proceed to War Memorial Chapel after receiving 
Holy Communion.

the anthem during the communion
Nunc dimittis John Tavener (1944-2013)
 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 
according to thy word; 
for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 
to be a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen.

                           —Luke 2:29-32
The people stand.

postcommunion prayer

God of glory, you nourish us with your Word who is the bread of life: fill us with your Holy Spirit that through us 
the light of your glory may shine in all the world. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

blessing

Christ, the Son of God, born of Mary, fill you with his grace to trust his promises and obey his will; and the blessing 
of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you and remain with you always.  Amen. 

dismissal

closing hymn - 657 Sung by all. 
 Love divine, all loves excelling Hyfrydol

organ voluntary
Paean  Herbert Howells (1892-1983)
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nursery care is available Sunday mornings from 8:30 
am to 12:45 pm. The nursery is able to accommodate 
infants and children up to four years of age and is located 
on the lower level. Please ask an usher for assistance.

electronic devices should be silenced. Please do 
not take photographs, video or still, during the prelude 
or service.

hearing devices are available from the ushers at no 
charge and may be used anywhere on the main floor of 
the Cathedral.

restrooms are located at the west end of the 
Cathedral. Drinking fountains are located in the 
northwest cloister.

wheelchairs are available in the west end of the 
Cathedral. A handicapped-accessible restroom is located 
near the Lincoln statue at the northwest corner of the 
nave.

sudden illness or injury, should be brought to the 
attention of an usher for assistance. 

JOIN THE CATHEDRAL 
CONGREGATION

The Cathedral congregation is a community of faith growing into 
the fullness of Christian life. We grow through regular worship, 
spiritual formation, and stewardship. In our practice of welcome 
and hospitality, we seek to embrace Jesus’ radical message of 
inclusion and, in service and advocacy beyond the walls of the 
Cathedral, we seek to honor the image of God in all persons.

We don’t do it all at once and we don’t do it by ourselves.

That is the blessing of exploring faith in community. We invite 
you to explore the Christian life with our community. Please fill 
out the form below and we will be in contact with you. A valid 
mailing address is necessary to receive this information.

Name  ______________________________________

Email  ______________________________________

Phone  ______________________________________  

Address  _____________________________________  

I am interested in:
____  joining the Cathedral congregation. 
____  receiving congregation event information.
____  learning about the Cathedral 20s and 30s group.
____ learning about the LGBT group. 

Please return the completed form to the congregation table. Look 
for the purple banners at the west end.

worship leaders Rev. Canon Gina Gilland Campbell, The Very Rev. Gary Hall, Rev. Preston B. Hannibal, Rev. Jay Sidebotham, Cathedral 
Choir of Men and Boys

flower gifts Flowers throughout the Cathedral are given to the glory of God. High Altar: in memory of Katharine Baillie Olin; altar in 
Children’s Chapel: in memory of Mrs. Leah Bennett Laycock; altar in Bethlehem Chapel: to the Glory of God and in loving memory of The 
Reverend Frederick H. Arterton, late Canon of this Cathedral; Frederick Henry Prince Tomb: on the anniversary of his death. 

permissions Glory to God: Gloria in excelsis. Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932), rev. Copyright © Church Publishing, Inc. Reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-7092803. Sing of Mary, pure and lowly. Words: Roland Ford Palmer (1891-1985) Music: Raquel, Skinner Chávez-Melo 
(1944-1992) Copyright: Words: Used by permission of the Reverend Roland F. Palmer. Music: © 1985, Skinner Chavez-Melo. Reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-7092803. Canticle 20, Glory to God: Gloria in excelsis. Music: William Mathias (1934-1992). © 1976 Oxford 
University Press. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-7092803. Post-communion prayer and blessing from: Common Worship: Services and 
Prayers for the Church of England (2000). Church House Publishing. Copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 


