
washington  national  cathedral

The Fourth Sunday 
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The Reverend Canon Jan Naylor Cope, presider
The Very Reverend Gary Hall, gospeller

The Reverend Gina Gilland Campbell, assistant
Dr. Matthew Sleeth, preacher

The Cathedral Choir of Men and Boys

The Entrance Rite
organ voluntary

Master Tallis’s Testament	 Herbert Howells (1892–1983)

introit
Beati quorum via	 Charles V. Stanford (1852–1924)

hymn at the procession - 690	 Sung by all, standing.
Guide me, O thou great Jehovah	 Cwm Rhondda

The Penitential Order
opening acclamation

the summary of the law
Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our 
God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with 
all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second 
is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment 
greater than these.”

trisagion
The cantor sings through once. All sing the second and third time.
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the collect for the day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

The presider prays the collect, and the people respond Amen.

confession and absolution
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For 
the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 
may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 
Amen.

The presider offers absolution and the people respond Amen.

The Word of God
The people are seated for the reading and psalm.

the first reading	 Joshua 5:9–12
The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace 
of Egypt.” And so that place is called Gilgal to this day. While the Israelites 
were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the 
fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. On the day after the 
passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened 
cakes and parched grain. The manna ceased on the day they ate the 
produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the 
crops of the land of Canaan that year.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

psalm 32	 Sung by the choir.	 plainsong
Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven,

and whose sin is put away!
Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt,

and in whose spirit there is no guile!
While I held my tongue, my bones withered away,

because of my groaning all day long.
For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;

my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
Then I acknowledged my sin to you,

and did not conceal my guilt.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.”

Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble;

when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;

you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;

I will guide you with my eye.
Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding;

who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”
Great are the tribulations of the wicked;

but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord.
Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord;

shout for joy, all who are true of heart.
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the second reading	 II Corinthians 5:16–21
The lesson is read.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The people stand to sing and remain standing for the Gospel.

hymn at the sequence - 686
Come, thou fount of every blessing	 Nettleton

the gospel	 Luke 15:1–3, 11b–32

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to 
Jesus. And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, 
“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So he told them this 
parable: “There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said 
to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong 
to me.’ So he divided his property between them. A few days later the 
younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and 
there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent 
everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and 
he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the 
citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He 
would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; 
and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How 
many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here 
I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to 
him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ So he 
set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw 
him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him 
and kissed him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But 
the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and 
put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the 
fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine 
was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began 
to celebrate. Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and 
approached the house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of the 
slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, ‘Your brother has come, 
and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe 
and sound.’ Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came 
out and began to plead with him. But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For 
all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never 
disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young 
goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours 
came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed 
the fatted calf for him!’ Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always 
with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, 
because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost 
and has been found.’”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.

the sermon	 Dr. Sleeth
The people stand.

the nicene creed	 Said by all.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
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from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe 
in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen.

the prayers of the people
After each intercession,

Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

The presider prays the concluding collect, and the people respond Amen.

the peace
The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and then are seated.

the offertory
The people remain seated while an offering is collected to support the Cathedral’s work of 
sharing God’s love with the world.

anthem at the offertory
Cast me not away from thy presence	 Samuel S. Wesley (1810–1876)

The people stand for the presentation hymn and remain standing.

presentation hymn
My God, thy table now is spread	 Rockingham

The Holy Communion
the great thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The presider offers our thanks to God for the grace and mercy made available to us in Christ, 
and in response we sing:
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sanctus and benedictus
Holy, holy, holy	 Mass 18

The presider gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ’s passion and resurrection 
and prays over the bread and wine.

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Gracious God, in this 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and 
ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be 
for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of 
new and unending life in him. 
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with 
all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and 
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
God, now and for ever. AMEN.

the lord’s prayer	 Said by all.

As we join our prayers with those of the Church Universal, so we say, each 
in our own language, the prayer that Jesus Christ has taught us,
Notre Père…,  Padre nuestro…,  Vater unser…

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

agnus dei
Lamb of God	 Mass 18
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invitation	 The people are seated.

All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 
Gluten-free wafers are available; please make your need known to the minister. If you desire 
to receive prayers for healing, you are invited to proceed to Memorial Chapel after receiving 
Holy Communion or immediately following the service.

anthem at the communion
Super flumina Babylonis	 Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (1525–1594)

Super flumina Babylonis illic sedimus et flevimus cum recordaremur Sion. In 
salicibus in medio eius suspendimus organa nostra.
By the waters of Babylon we sat down and wept, when we remembered 
you, O Zion. As for our harps, we hung them up on the trees in the midst 
of that land.

Psalm 137:1–2
The people stand.

hymn at the communion - 343
Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless	 St. Agnes

the postcommunion prayer	 Said by all.

Gracious God we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your 
Son Jesus Christ. May we, who share his body, live his risen life; we, who 
drink his cup, bring life to others; we whom the Spirit lights, give light to 
the world. Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, so that we 
and all your children shall be free, and the whole world live to praise your 
name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

the prayer over the people
The presider offers a prayer and the people respond Amen.

hymn at the closing - 411	 Sung by all.
 O bless the Lord, my soul!	 St. Thomas (Williams)

the dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

organ voluntary
Fugue in A minor, BWV 543	 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)

permissions My God, thy table now is spread. Words: Philip Doddridge (1702–1751), alt. Music: 
Rockingham, melody from Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, c. 1780. Public Domain. 
Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy. Words: Traditional. Music: Plainsong: Mass 18; adapt. Mason Martens (b. 
1933). © 1985 Church Publishing. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709283. Fraction Anthem: 
Lamb of God. Words: Traditional. Setting: Anaphora chant: Mass 18; adapt. Mason Martens (b. 
1933). © 1984 Church Publishing. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709283. Postcommunion 
Prayer: Book of Alternative Services. © General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. Used 
with permission.


