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Christmas at Washington National Cathedral

On behalf of Mariann Edgar Budde, the Bishop of Washington, and on behalf of the Cathedral Chapter and the 
Cathedral staff, I welcome you to Washington National Cathedral’s celebration of Christmas. You are here at one of 
Christianity’s three most holy times (Easter and Pentecost being the others)—a day on which we give thanks for the 
coming among us of God in the life and witness of Jesus. Christmas is about what theologians call the Incarnation—
the “enfleshment”—of God in us. God has become one of us in Jesus. From now on, we human beings and all that 
we are—our joys, our sorrows, our achievements, our losses—is blessed and transformed by God’s healing and freeing 
love.

Because God comes among us in a child born in humble surroundings, Christians have always seen this holiday as a 
specially important reminder of the preciousness of children and of all those who are most vulnerable in our society. 
We gather at a time of great national sadness following the events in Newtown, Connecticut. In this season celebrating 
peace on earth and goodwill toward all, Bishop Budde and I have called the Diocese of Washington and the Cathedral 
into a renewed witness to stand with and for all victims of violence, and we invite you to join us by both prayer and 
action in that effort.

Christmas is a time both for thanksgiving and renewal. As we gather in this beautiful space, both our liturgy and our 
music remind us both of how much we have to be thankful for and how urgently God calls each of us to be agents of 
love and healing in a broken world. We hope that you will find tonight’s worship both soothing and stirring, and that 
you will leave here both comforted and renewed in your commitment to love God by serving human beings created in 
God’s image. To learn more about our ministry and ways for you to engage in and support it, please visit our website 
at www.nationalcathedral.org. 

Merry Christmas and Blessings in the New Year!

Gary Hall
Dean of the Cathedral
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carillon prelude
O come, all ye faithful Adeste fideles; arr. Kamiel Lefevere (1888–1972)
Bergers, venez donc a l’etable, from Beyaert 1728 Theodorus Everaerts (1690–1740)
Variations on “Noel Nouvelet” Edward M. Nassor (b. 1957)
Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750); arr. Leen‘t Hart (1920–1992)
Von Himmel Hoch, from 111 Danziger Chorale fur Carillon, 1784 Johann Ephraim Eggert (1766–1803)
While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks George Frideric Handel(1685–1759); arr. Theophil Rusterholz (1907–2001)
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed Cradle Song; arr. Milford Myhre (b. 1931)
O Little town of Bethlehem St. Louis; arr. Kamiel Lefevere
Angels we have heard on high Gloria; arr. Frank P. Law (1917–1985)
Joy to the world! the Lord is come Antioch; arr. F.P. Law 
Hark! the herald angels sing Mendelssohn; arr. Albert C. Gerken (b. 1938)
Silent night, holy night Stille Nacht; arr. Hans Uwe Hielscher (b. 1945)

organ prelude
Nun freut euch, lieben Christen g’mein BWV 734 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 
In dulci jubilo BWV 608 J.S. Bach
In dulci jubilo, Op. 28, No. 41 Marcel Dupré (1886–1971) 
Bring a torch, Jeanette Isabella Keith Chapman (1945–1989)
Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen, Op. 122 No. 8 Johannes Brahms (1833–1897)
Noël Étranger Louis-Claude Daquin (1694–1772)
Noël X L.C. Daquin
A Festive Voluntary – Variations on Good King Wenceslas Petr Eben (b. 1929)

choral prelude
O Holy Night Adolphe Adam (1803–1856)

arr. John Rutter (b. 1945)

O Holy Night! The stars are brightly shining, it is the night of the dear Savior’s birth. Long lay the world in sin and 
error pining ’til he appeared and the Spirit felt its worth. A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, for yonder breaks 
a new and glorious morn. Fall on your knees! Oh, hear the angel voices! O night divine, the night when Christ was 
born; O night, O holy night, O night divine! Led by the light of faith serenely beaming, with glowing hearts by his 
cradle we stand. O’er the world a star is sweetly gleaming, now come the wisemen from out of the orient land. The 
King of kings lay thus in lowly manger; in all our trials born to be our friends. He knows our need, our weakness is 
no stranger, behold your King! Before him lowly bend! Truly he taught us to love one another, his law is love and his 
gospel is peace. Chains he shall break, for the slave is our brother, and in his name all oppression shall cease. Sweet 
hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, with all our hearts we praise his holy name. Christ is the Lord! Then ever, ever 
praise we, his power and glory ever more proclaim!

Placide Cappeau (1808–1877)
tr. John Sullivan Dwight (1813–1893)

welcome

The Entrance Rite
introit

Susanni Richard Rodney Bennett (b. 1936)

A little child is yborn, Eia, susanni. And he sprang out of Jesse’s thorn, Alleluya. To save us all that were forlorn. Now 
Jesus is the childes name. Eia, susanni. And mary mild she is his dame, Alleluya. And so our sorrow’s turned to game. It 
fell upon the high midnight. Eia, susanni. The stars they shone both fair and bright. Alleluya. The angels sang with all 
their might. Three Kings there came with their presents, Eia, susanni. Of gold and myrrh and frankincense, Alleluya. 
As clerkes sing in their sequence. Now sit we down upon our knee. Eia, susanni. And pray we to the Trinity, Alleluya.
Our help and succour for to be.

14th century
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hymn at the procession Sung by all, standing.
O come, all ye faithful Adeste fideles

christmas acclamation
Dean Hall Good news and great joy to all the world: today our savior is born in Bethlehem.
People O come let us adore him!

Dean Hall  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People  Glory to God for ever and ever.
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gloria in excelsis deo Sung by all, standing.
Glory to God in the highest William Mathias (b. 1934)
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the collect of the nativity
Dean Hall The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.

Dean Hall Let us pray.
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, 
who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where 
with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. 

People  Amen.

The Word of God
The people are seated.

the first lesson Isaiah 9:2–7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them 
light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the 
harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the 
rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all 
the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal 
of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Silence follows the reading.
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psalm 96:1–4, 11–13 chant: Thalben-Ball
The choir introduces the antiphon, then all repeat.

The choir sings the psalm.
Sing to the Lord a new song;

sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.
Sing to the Lord and bless his Name;

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.
Declare his glory among the nations
and his wonders among all peoples.

For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised;
he is more to be feared than all gods.

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in it;
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord when he comes,
when he comes to judge the earth.

He will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with his truth.

All sing the antiphon.

the second lesson Titus 2:11–15

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and 
in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the 
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. Declare these 
things; exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no one look down on you.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Silence follows the reading.
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The people stand to sing the hymn and remain standing for the Gospel.

hymn at the sequence Sung by all.
O little town of Bethlehem St. Louis
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the gospel Luke 2:1–20

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first 
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph 
also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to 
her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 
in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an 
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you 
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find 
a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom 
he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been 
told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured 
all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.

sermon Bishop Mariann
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the sermon.

the nicene creed Said by all, standing.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father 
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

the prayers of the people
holy god
You join heaven and earth through the birth of the holy child.
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for peace
That transcends conflict and deepens truth.

for joy
That gladdens the hearts of those who know only tears.

for grace
Abundant and free, to be received and shared. 

for health
Ease those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit.

intimate god
You send your Son to draw us ever closer to yourself. We welcome you into our hearts.
People We greet you with joy.

merciful god
In you we have life full of hope, abundant and new. We welcome you into our hearts.
People We greet you with joy.

for love
That knows no bounds.

for oppression
Free all who live under the shadow of oppression. 

for witness
Summon your people to courage, truth, and reconciliation.
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for faith
Incarnate God, be present to those who do not know your love. 

christ child
Purify our hearts and forgive our every failing.

christ among us
Guide our lives after your example of obedience and service.

christ in glory
Create us anew to love and serve only you.

the peace
Dean Hall The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and then are seated.

The Holy Communion
inviting the offering
The people remain seated while an offering is received to support the Cathedral’s work of sharing God’s love with the world.

anthem at the offertory
Star Carol  John Rutter (b. 1945)

Sing this night, for a boy is born in Bethlehem, Christ our Lord in a lowly manger lies. Bring your gifts, come and 
worship at his cradle. Hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary! See his star shining bright in the sky this Christmas 
night! Follow me joyfully; hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary! Angels bright, come from heaven’s highest 
glory, bear the news with its message of good cheer: “Sing, rejoice, for a King is come to save us. Hurry to Bethlehem 
and see the son of Mary!” See his star shining bright in the sky this Christmas night! Follow me joyfully: hurry to 
Bethlehem and see the son of Mary! See, he lies in his mother’s tender keeping; Jesus Christ in her loving arms asleep. 
Shepherds poor, come to worship and adore him, offer their humble gifts before the son of Mary. See his star shining 
bright in the sky this Christmas night! Follow me joyfully; hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary! Let us all 
pay our homage at the manger, sing his praise on this joyful Christmas Night; Christ is come, bringing promise of 
salvation; hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary! See his star shining bright in the sky this Christmas night! 
Follow me joyfully; hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary!
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hymn at the presentation Sung by all, standing.
Angels we have heard on high Gloria



14

the great thanksgiving

Presider

Presider

Presider

Dean Hall It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, O God, Creator 
of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the 
mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; 
so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

sanctus & benedictus Sung by all. William Mathias (1934–1992)
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The people stand as the presider continues.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling 
of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, 
your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of 
the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought 
us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,  and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Dean Hall Therefore, according to his command, O God,
All We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, 
this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may 
be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with Mary and Joseph and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

Dean Hall By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, O God, 
now and for ever. 

All AMen.

the lord’s prayer
Dean Hall As we join our prayers with those of the Church Universal, so we say, each in our own language, the 

prayer that Jesus Christ has taught us,
All notre Père…,  Padre nuestro…,  Vater unser…,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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the breaking of the bread & the fraction anthem

the ministration of communion The people are seated.

All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to receive Holy Eucharist.

To receive communion, come to a communion station at the direction of the ushers. Receive the bread in the palm of your hand. Eat the 
bread and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you, or, if you wish, you may hold the bread and dip it into the wine when the cup 
is offered to you.

Gluten-free wafers are available; please make your need known to the minister.

If you wish to receive a blessing rather than receive communion, please join in the movement to the communion station and cross your arms 
over your chest; this will alert the priest of your desire to receive a blessing.

anthem at the communion
Suo gan K. Lee Scott (b. 1950)

Hush, my dear one, sleep serenely; now, my lovely, slumber deep. Mother rocks you, humming lowly; close your eyes, 
now go to sleep. Angels hover ever nearer, looking on your smiling face. I will hold you, close enfold you; close your 
eyes, go to sleep. Lovely darling, I will guard you, keep you from all woe and harm. Softly, gently I will rock you, resting  
sweetly on my arm. May you slumber ever so softly; dream of visions wondrous fair. I will hold you, close enfold you; 
close your eyes, now go to sleep. May you slumber e’er so softly; dream of visions wondrous fair. I will hold you, close 
enfold you; close your eyes, now go to sleep.

Traditional Welsh

anthem at the communion
Nativity Carol J. Rutter

Born in a stable so bare, born so long ago; born beneath light of star he who loved us so. Far away silent he lay, born 
today, your homage pay, for Christ is born for aye, born on Christmas Day. Cradled by mother so fair, tender her 
lullaby; over her son so dear angel hosts fill the sky. Wise men from distant far land, shepherds from starry hills 
worship this babe so rare, hearts with his warmth he fills. Love in that stable was born into our hearts to flow; innocent 
dreaming babe, make me thy love to know.
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hymn after the communion Sung by all.
Silent night Stille Nacht
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postcommunion prayer Said by all.

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have feasted on your grace. May your 
Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ our 
Savior. Amen. 

blessing and dismissal
Bishop Mariann May Almighty God, who sent Jesus to take our nature upon himself, bless you in this holy season, 

scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of holiness.
People Amen.

Bishop Mariann May God, who sent the angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy and 
make you heralds of the Gospel.

People Amen.

Bishop Mariann May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you the peace 
and favor of this holy feast.

People Amen.

Bishop Mariann And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 
with you forever. 

People Amen.

Dean Hall Let us go forth in the name of the child of Bethlehem, Jesus the Christ.
People Thanks be to God. 
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hymn at the closing Sung by all, standing.
Hark! the herald angels sing Mendelssohn
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organ voluntary
In dulci jubilo, BWV 729 J.S. Bach
Carillon de Westminster Louis Vierne (1870–1937)

A gift in support of services in celebration of Christ’s birth 
is made to the glory of God and in thanksgiving for 

the William Carter Dulin and Maurine Stuart Dulin Families.

flowers throughout the cathedral are given to the glory of god. The flowers at the 
high altar are given in memory of Hibbard G. James and in honor of Cathedral volunteers; flowers on the candelabra at 
the high altar are given in loving memory of Mary Russell and Charles Bounds;  flowers at the altar in St. Mary’s Chapel 
are given in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Larz Anderson, and in loving memory of Robert Marsden Goodchild and the 
Reverend and Mrs. Norman Egerton; flowers at the altar in Holy Spirit Chapel are given in memory of Ann Wilson and 
Rosanna Milner Warner and in honor of Frank Murray; flowers at the altar in St. John’s Chapel are given in thanksgiving 
for the Charles Ray Long family and friends; flowers at the altar in Children’s Chapel are given in memory of Wayne 
Evan Matejik; flowers at the Christ Child tree are given in honor of Andrew, Kurt, and Stefan Moss, Jennifer and Robert 
Vettori, Jr., and Lydia Hynson, and in honor of the Great Mystery of the Incarnation; flowers at the altar in War Memorial 
Chapel are given in memory of Margaret H. Howard; flowers in Dulin Bay are given in memory of and in thanksgiving 
for Blanche Scott Dulin, Edward Milton Dulin, Sr., and Dr. William C. Dulin; flowers in Folger Bay are given in memory 
of J. Clifford Folger; flowers at the altar in Bethlehem Chapel are given in honor of David, Michael, and Peter Lee; 
flowers at the Angus Dun Font are given in honor of Helen Barnard and in thanksgiving for her service to the Cathedral; 
flowers at the altar in Good Shepherd Chapel are given in loving memory of Michael and Betty Moran;  flowers at the 
altar in Resurrection Chapel are given in thanksgiving for the Charles Ray Long family and friends; flowers at the altar in 
St. Joseph’s Chapel are given in memory of Peggy J. Edwards; flowers at the columbarium gate in St. Joseph’s Chapel are 
given in memory of Constantine and Marion Seferlis and in thanksgiving for Lee and Charlie Tidball; and the ushers’ 
carnations are given in memory of Lieutenant James Norbert Matthews.
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