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carillon prelude
O come, O come, Emmanuel Veni, veni, Emmanuel; arr. edward nassor 

(b.1957)

organ voluntary
Ave Maria, Ave maris stella Jean langlais (1907–1991)

The Entrance Rite
The people stand as the choir sings.

introit
Matin Responsory Michael Mccarthy (b. 1966)

i look from afar: and lo, i see the Power of god coming, and a cloud 
covering the whole earth. go ye out to meet him and say: tell us, art thou 
he that should come to reign over thy people israel? high and low, rich 
and poor, one with another, go ye out to meet him and say: hear, o thou 
shepherd of israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep, tell us, art thou 
he that should come? stir up thy strength, o lord, and come to reign over 
thy people israel. glory be to the Father, and to the son, and to the holy 
ghost.

The people turn to face the Advent wreath.

the lighting of the advent wreath
May the grace and peace of god be with you.
And also with you.

as we continue our advent pilgrimage, looking forward to the celebration 
of the birth of our lord and savior Jesus christ, let us in prayer and praise, 
thanksgiving and song, give voice to the hope set forth in the scriptures, 
that christ’s reign of love and light will indeed come among us. let us offer 
ourselves anew as witnesses to the advent of christ’s glory, seeking to 
bring christ’s light and love to those who sit in darkness. 
Come, O long expected Jesus, come.

opening hymn - 56
O come, O come, Emmanuel Veni, veni, Emmanuel
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the collect for the day
the lord be with you.
And also with you.
let us pray.

The celebrant prays the collect, and the people respond Amen.

The Word of God
The people are seated.

the first reading ii samuel 7:1–11, 16
now when david the king was settled in his house, and the lord had given 
him rest from all his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet 
nathan, “see now, i am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of god stays 
in a tent.” nathan said to the king, “go, do all that you have in mind; for 
the lord is with you.” But that same night the word of the lord came to 
nathan: go and tell my servant david: thus says the lord: are you the 
one to build me a house to live in? i have not lived in a house since the day 
i brought up the people of israel from egypt to this day, but i have been 
moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. wherever i have moved about 
among all the people of israel, did i ever speak a word with any of the 
tribal leaders of israel, whom i commanded to shepherd my people israel, 
saying, “why have you not built me a house of cedar?” now therefore 
thus you shall say to my servant david: thus says the lord of hosts: i 
took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my 
people israel; and i have been with you wherever you went, and have cut 
off all your enemies from before you; and i will make for you a great name, 
like the name of the great ones of the earth. and i will appoint a place for 
my people israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own 
place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, 
as formerly, from the time that i appointed judges over my people israel; 
and i will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the lord declares 
to you that the lord will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom 
shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established 
forever.

the word of the lord. 
Thanks be to God.

the song of mary Plainsong
My soul proclaims the greatness of the lord,

my spirit rejoices in god my savior;
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: 

the almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name.
he has mercy on those who fear him 

in every generation.
he has shown the strength of his arm,

he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
he has cast down the mighty from their thrones,

and has lifted up the lowly.
he has filled the hungry with good things,

and the rich he has sent away empty.
he has come to the help of his servant israel,
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,

the promise he made to our fathers,
to abraham and his children for ever.
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the second reading romans 16:25–27
now to god who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 
proclamation of Jesus christ, according to the revelation of the mystery 
that was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the 
prophetic writings is made known to all the gentiles, according to the 
command of the eternal god, to bring about the obedience of faith— to 
the only wise god, through Jesus christ, to whom be the glory forever! 
amen.

the word of the lord. 
Thanks be to God.

The people stand to sing and remain standing for the Gospel.

hymn at the sequence - 265
The angel Gabriel from heaven came Gabriel's Message

the gospel luke 1:26–38

the holy gospel of our lord Jesus christ according to luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

in the sixth month the angel gabriel was sent by god to a town in galilee 
called nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of david. the virgin’s name was Mary. and he came to her and 
said, “greetings, favored one! the lord is with you.” But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 
the angel said to her, “do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with god. and now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you will name him Jesus. he will be great, and will be called the son of the 
Most high, and the lord god will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
david. he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “how can this be, since i am 
a virgin?” the angel said to her, “the holy spirit will come upon you, and 
the power of the Most high will overshadow you; therefore the child to 
be born will be holy; he will be called son of god. and now, your relative 
elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 
month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible 
with god.” then Mary said, “here am i, the servant of the lord; let it be 
with me according to your word.” then the angel departed from her. 

the gospel of the lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.

the sermon canon cope

the nicene creed Said by all, standing.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him 
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life 
of the world to come. Amen.
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the prayers of the people
After each intercession,

we look to you in hope. Come, Lord Jesus! Come!

The celebrant prays the concluding collect, and the people respond Amen.

confession
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The celebrant offers absolution and the people respond Amen.

the peace
the peace of the lord be always with you. 
And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and then are seated.

the offertory
The people remain seated while an offering is collected to support the Cathedral’s work of 
sharing God’s love with the world.

anthem at the offertory
People, look east arr. stephen caracciolo (b. 1962)

People, look east, the time is near for the crowning of the year. Make 
your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table. People, 
look east, and sing today, love, the guest, is on the way. Furrows be 
glad. though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there. give up your 
strength the seed to nourish, that in time the flow'r may flourish. People, 
look east, and sing today, love, the rose, is on the way. stars keep the 
watch when night is dim, one more light the bowl shall brim, shining 
beyond the frosty weather, bright as the sun and moon together. People, 
look east, and sing today, love, the star is on the way. angels, announce 
with shouts of mirth him who brings new life to earth. set ev'ry peak and 
valley humming with the word the lord is coming. People, look east today. 
love, the lord, is on the way!

Eleanor Farjeon (1881–1965)
The people stand for the presentation hymn and remain standing.

presentation hymn
Hark! the glad sound! Richmond

The Holy Communion
the great thanksgiving

the lord be with you. And also with you.
lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
let us give thanks to the lord our god.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The presider offers our thanks to God for the grace and mercy made available to us in Christ, 
and in response we sing:
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sanctus and benedictus
Holy, holy, holy Deutsche Messe

The presider gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ’s passion and resurrection 
and prays over the bread and wine.

therefore, according to his command, o Father,
We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming 
in glory;

and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, o lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. we pray 
you, gracious god, to send your holy spirit upon these gifts that they may 
be the sacrament of the Body of christ and his Blood of the new covenant. 
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through 
him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

in the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your christ, and 
bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter 
the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus christ 
our lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the church, and the 
author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
holy spirit all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 
AMEN.

the lord’s prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

the breaking of the bread and the fraction anthem
Agnus Dei Deutsche Messe
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invitation The people are seated.

All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Gluten-
free wafers are available; please make your need known to the minister. If you desire to receive 
prayers for healing, you are invited to proceed to War Memorial Chapel after receiving Holy 
Communion or immediately following the service.

anthem at the communion
Alma Redemptoris Mater orlando lassus (1532–1594)

Alma Redemptoris Mater, quae pervia caeli porta manes, et stella maris, 
succurre cadenti, surgere qui curat populo: tu quae genuisti, natura mirante, 
tuum sanctum genitorem: virgo prius ac posterius, Gabrielis ab ore sumens 
illud ave, peccatorum miserere. 
Kind mother of the redeemer, the open gateway to heaven and star of the 
sea, help your fallen people who strive to rise again; we pray you, who bore 
your holy son by a miracle of nature, a virgin first and last, who received 
god's greeting from the mouth of gabriel, have mercy on sinners.

The people stand.

hymn at the communion - 66
Come, thou long-expected Jesus Stuttgart

postcommunion prayer Said by all.

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual 
food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living 
members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And 
now send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve 
you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy 
Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

the blessing
The celebrant offers a blessing and the people respond Amen.

hymn at the closing - 74 Sung by all.
Blest be the King whose coming Valet will ich dir geben

the dismissal
let us go forth in the name of christ. Thanks be to God.

organ voluntary
Fuge über das Magnificat, BWV 733 Johann sebastian Bach (1685–1750)

permissions Hark! the glad sound! words: Philip doddridge (1702-1751). Music: Richmond, melody 
thomas haweis (1734-1820); adapt samuel J. webbe, Jr. (1770-1843). Public domain. Sanctus: 
Holy, holy, holy and Agnus Dei: Jesus, Lamb of God. words: traditional. Music: Deustche Messe, 
Franz schubert (1797-1828). Public domain. 


