
Good Friday Evening: 
A Service of Prayer and Devotion
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Washington National Cathedral

The people’s responses are in bold.

prelude 
Vocalise         Sergei Rachmaninov (1873-1943)

introit 
In manus tuas John Sheppard (1515-1563)

Sung in Latin. Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. For thou Lord, God of truth, hast redeemed me. 
(Psalm 31:5)

The people stand.

welcome 
Officiant    Jesus said, “And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” (John 12:32)
  Blessed be the one holy and living God.

People   Glory to God forever and ever.

Officiant  All creation was confounded with terror when it beheld you suspended on the cross, O Christ. The sun was  
 darkened, and the foundations of the earth were shaken; all things suffered in sympathy with him who had created  
 all things. O Lord, who of your own will did suffer for us, glory to you.

  Lord, have mercy.

People   Christ, have mercy.

Officiant  Lord, have mercy.

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it  
  is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass  
  against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

a collect for good friday 
Officiant Merciful God, in the cross of Jesus we see the cost of our sin and the depth of your love: in humble hope and fear  
  may we place at his feet all that we have and all that we are, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People  Amen.

The people are seated.
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jesus is nailed to the cross 
Wait for the Lord Jacques Berthier (1923-1994)

The people stand. 

Officiant We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 

People  because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

Officiant If we have died with him, we shall also live with him; if we endure, we shall also reign with him.

Reader  When they came to the place which is called The Skull, there they crucified him; and with him they crucified two  
 criminals, one on the right, the other on the left, and Jesus between them. And the scripture was fulfilled which  
 says, “He was numbered with the transgressors.”

People  We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Officiant  Let us pray.  Silence
  Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that everyone might come  

 within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may  
 bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your Name.

 People  Amen.

The people are seated. 
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 hymn
O sacred head, sore wounded Redding

Silence
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jesus dies on the cross 
Jesus, remember me J. Berthier

The people stand. 

Officiant We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you,

People  because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Officiant  If we have died with him, we shall also live with him; if we endure, we shall also reign with him.

Reader  When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple whom he loved standing near, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold  
 your son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold your mother!” And when Jesus had received the vinegar, he said,  
 “It is finished!” And then, crying with a loud voice, he said, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” And  
 he bowed his head, and handed over his spirit.  Silence

People  We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Officiant  Let us pray.  Silence
  O God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross, and by his glorious  

 resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live  
 with him in the joy of his resurrection; who lives and reigns now and for ever. 

People  Amen.

The people are seated. 

anthem
Calvary  Negro spiritual
Surely he died on Calvary. Every time I think about Jesus, surely he died on Calvary. Don’t you hear the hammer ringing? Don’t 
you hear him calling His Father? Don’t you hear Him say, “It is finished.” 

Silence
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jesus is laid in the tomb
A ivangeli ya famba Traditional Swahili

The people stand. 

Officiant  We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you,

People  because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Officiant  If we have died with him, we shall also live with him; if we endure, we shall also reign with him.

Reader  When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus. He  
 went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. And Joseph took the body,  
 and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud, and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock; and he  
 rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb.

Officiant  We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you,

People  because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Officiant   Let us pray.  Silence
  O God, your blessed Son was laid in a tomb in a garden, and rested on the Sabbath Day: grant that we who have  

 been buried with him in the waters of baptism may find our perfect rest in his eternal and glorious kingdom;  
 where he lives and reigns for ever and ever.

People  Amen.

The people are seated at the invitation of the homilist. 
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meditation The Reverend Benjamin Pearce Straley

candle lighting

All are invited to light candles as a remembrance that the light of Christ conquered the darkness and triumphed over death. 

After lighting a candle, all are invited to be seated for prayer and reflection. 

Prelude in D minor Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Ubi Caritas     Sung by all.  J. Berthier

The people stand. 

the prayers 

O Lord, hear my prayer (prayer response) J. Berthier

Intercessor Grieving God, your Son embraced death even as he had embraced life:  faithfully and with good courage.  Grant that  
  we who have been born out of his wounded side may hold fast to our faith in him exalted and may find mercy in  
  all times of need. 

The people sing the prayer response.

Intercessor For the body of Christ broken in a world of violence, we pray: Reconcile those who are estranged, console those  
  who suffer, and raise up to new life all that is bound by death. 

The people sing the prayer response.

Intercessor Christ our God, your love is poured out in death for our sakes: Hold us in your embrace as we wait for Easter’s  
  dawn. Comfort us with the promise that no power on earth, not even death itself, can separate us from your love;  
  and strengthen us to wait until you are revealed to us in all your risen glory.

The people sing the prayer response.
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Officiant   We thank you, heavenly Father, that you have delivered us from the dominion of sin and death and brought us into  
 the  kingdom of your Son: and we pray that, as by his death he has recalled us to life, so by his love he may raise us  
 to eternal joys: who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

People  Amen.

final prayer

All O God of peace, who has taught us that in returning and rest we shall be saved, in quietness and confidence 
shall be our strength: By the might of your Spirit lift us, we pray, to your presence, where we may be still and 
know that you are God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

anthem 
Requiem Aeternam Herbert Howells (1892-1983)

Sung in Latin. Grant to the departed eternal rest, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them. (Mass for the Dead)

All depart in silence.
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