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The people’s responses are in bold. 

prelude
Emmanuel	 Andrew K. Barnett (b. 1984) & Imani-Grace Cooper (b. 1991)
In the bleak midwinter    	 A. K. Barnett 

introit
What is the crying in Jordan	 St. Mark's, Berkeley; arr. Jason K. West (b. 1958)
What is the crying at Jordan? Who hears, O God, the prophecy? Dark is the season, dark our hears and shut to 
mystery. Who then shall stir in this darkness, prepare for joy in the winter night? Mortal in darkness we lie down, 
blind-hearted seeing no light. Lord, give us grace to awake us, to see the branch that begins to bloom; in great humility 
is hid all heaven in a little room. Now comes the day of salvation, in joy and terror the Word is born! God gives himself 
into our lives; O let salvation dawn. 
(Carol Christopher Drake, b. 1933)

The people remain seated.

acclamation of the nativity
Officiant	 The people who walked in darkness
People	 have seen a great light.

Officiant	 For to us a child is born,
People	 unto us a Son is given.

Officiant	 His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
People	 the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.

Officiant	 Glory to God in the highest,
People	 and peace to God's people on earth.

opening prayer

My brothers and sisters: in the name of Christ I welcome you. We have come together as Christmas draws near to 
prepare for our celebration of the birth of God’s beloved Son. Through the days of Advent we have followed the 
light of Christ, and now we travel in spirit with Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem to acclaim with the multitude of the 
heavenly host the coming of the Prince of Peace. Through Scripture and silence, prayer and song, let us hear again 
the wonderful story of our redemption, and, hearing, let us rejoice and respond with lively faith.
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The First Lesson  •  John 1:1-13
in which the Word, present with God since the beginning, becomes flesh and dwells among us

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 
God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into 
being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 
not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, 
so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through 
him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to 
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of 
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
Reader	 The Word became flesh
People		 and came to live among us. Amen. 

The people stand.

hymn					    		
O come, O come, Emmanuel				    Veni, veni, Emmanuel; arr. A. K. Barnett

The people are seated.
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The Second Lesson  •  Jeremiah 11:1-2, 4-6
in which God promises relationship forever: "You shall be my people, and I will be your God"

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: “Hear the words of this covenant and speak to the people of Judah 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. You shall say to them, ‘ Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel:… Listen to my voice, 
and do all that I command you. So you shall be my people, and I will be your God, that I may perform the oath that 
I swore to your ancestors, to give them a land flowing with milk and honey, as at this day.’ Then I answered, “So be it, 
Lord.’ And the Lord said to me: Proclaim all these words in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem; Hear 
the words of this covenant and do them.” 

Reader	 The Word became flesh
People		 and came to live among us. Amen.

anthem
Toda la tierra 	 Alberto Taulé (1932-2007)
Verses 1 and 2 are sung in Spanish.
All earth is waiting to see the Promised One, and open furrows await the seed of God. 
All the world, bound and struggling, seeks true liberty; it cries out for justice and searches for the truth.  
Thus says the prophet to those of Israel: A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel, 
one whose name is 'God with us' our Savior shall be; with him hope will blossom once more within our hearts. 
In lowly stable the Promised One appeared; yet feel his presence throughout the earth today, 
for he lives in all Christians and is with us now; again, with his coming he brings us liberty.

the promise of incarnation
Officiant	 All the earth is waiting
People	 to see the Promised One.

Officiant	 All the world, bound and struggling,
People	 seeks true liberty.

Officiant	 All the world is ready.
People	 O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

Officiant	 Glory to God in the highest,
People	 and peace to God's people on earth.

The people stand.
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carol
O Come, all ye faithful 	 Adeste fideles; arr. David Willcocks (1919-2015), adapt. A. K. Barnett

The people are seated.

The choir sings an interlude between verses.
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The Third Lesson  •  Amazing Peace
by Dr. Maya Angelou (1928-2014) 

anthem
A place at the table 	 Brian Mann (b. 1979)
For everyone born, a place at the table, for everyone born, clean water and bread, a shelter, a space, a safe place for 
growing, for everyone born, a star overhead, and God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion 
and peace: Yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice, justice and joy! For woman and man, a place at the 
table, revising the roles, deciding the share, with wisdom and grace, dividing the power, for woman and man, a system 
that’s fair, and God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion and peace. For young and for old, a 
place at the table, a voice to be heard, a part in the song, the hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled, for young and 
for old, the right to belong, for just and unjust, a place at the table, the user and used, with need to forgive, in anger, in 
hurt, a mindset of mercy, for just and unjust, a new way to live. For everyone born, a place at the table, to live without 
fear, and simply to be, to work, to speak out, to witness and worship, for everyone born, the right to be free, and God 
will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion and peace: Yes, God will delight when we are creators 
of justice, justice and joy! (Shirley Murray, b. 1931)

The Fourth Lesson  •  Luke 2:1–7
in which the Messiah is born

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first 
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. 
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 
was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged 
and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth 
to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 
them in the inn.
Reader	 The Word became flesh
People		 and came to live among us. Amen.

The people stand.
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carol	
Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming	 Es ist ein Ros; arr. A. K. Barnett

The people are seated.
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anthem
Born to set me free 	 Patrick Lundy (b. 1967)
Never thought a little babe would grow up to be the one who would make all the difference in my life. For you saved 
me, you raised me, new life you gave me. Now I’m changed to bless your name. O Jesus, precious Jesus, you were born 
to set me free.

meditation	 The Reverend Canon Jan Naylor Cope

musical meditation
Peace that passes understanding 	 A. K. Barnett
May the peace that passes undestanding be with you. (Philippians 4:7, alt.)

peace
Officiant	 The peace of Christ be always with you.
People	 And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.

the offertory

The people remain seated while an offering is received to support the Cathedral’s work of sharing God’s love with the world.

anthem at the offertory
A child is born 	 Thad Jones (1923-1986)
Now, out of the night, soft as the dawn, into the light; this Child, innocent Child, soft as a fawn, this Child is born. 
One small heart, one pair of eyes, one work of art, there in her arms, there he lies, trusting and warm, blessed that 
morn, a child is born. (Alec Wilder, 1907-1980)

the candle lighting	

The people remain seated as their tapers are lighted from the Advent Wreath. To pass the light, please hold lighted tapers upright and 
allow others to light their wicks from the flame.

anthem at the candle lighting
What child is this  	 arr. Michael McElroy and Joseph Joubert (b. 1958)
What child is this who laid to rest on Mary's lap is sleeping, whom Angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds 
watch are keeping? So bring him incense, gold and myrrh, come peasant King to own him the King of kings salvation 
brings, let loving hearts enthrone him. This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing. Haste, 
haste, to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary. Oh, raise, raise a song on high, his mother sings her lullaby. Joy, oh 
joy for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary. (William Chatterton Dix, 1837-1898)

The people stand.
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carol
Silent Night 	 Stille Nacht; arr. A. K. Barnett 

The people remain standing.
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The Fifth Lesson  •  Luke 2:8–20
in which the shepherds go to worship the Christ-child

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of 
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you:  you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 
favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what 
had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
Officiant	 Glory to God in the highest heaven,
People	 and on earth, peace among those whom God favors!

Please gently extinguish your candles and, upon exiting, place used tapers in the baskets provided.

anthem
Angels we have heard on high 	 Gloria; arr. Stanley Thurston

The people sing the refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

See him in a manger laid, whom the choirs of angels praise; 
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, while our hearts in love we raise. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

closing prayer

People 	 Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this light, 
enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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the christmas blessing

Officiant 	 May God, who has loved the eternal Son from before the foundation of the world, shed that love upon 
you.

People	 Amen. 

Officiant 	 May Jesus Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with joy 
and peace.

People	 Amen.  

Officiant 	 May the Holy Spirit, by whom Mary became the God-bearer, give you grace to carry the good news of 
Christ.

People 	 Amen. 

Officiant 	 And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with 
you always.

People	 Amen. 

 
carol	

Go, tell it on the mountain	 Traditional Spiritual; arr. A. K. Barnett 

sending
Officiant 	 Go, now, and tell it on the mountain!
People	 That Jesus Christ is born!

postlude
Joy to the world 		  M. McElroy and J. Joubert 



Dear friends,
 
Welcome to Washington National Cathedral! We are glad you are here with us to share in our 
Christian celebrations. Thank you for taking time out of your busy schedules to pause and enjoy 
the wonder of this special season. 

Frederick Buechner in his book, The Longing for Home: Reflections at Midlife, writes: “Our 
stories are all stories of searching. We search for a good self to be and for good work to do. We 
search to become human in a world that tempts us always to be less than human or looks to us 
to be more. We search to love and to be loved. And in a world where it is often hard to believe in 
much of anything, we search to believe in something holy and beautiful and life-transcending 
that will give meaning and purpose to the lives we live.”

In the birth of the Christ child, I believe we have found a source of holy, beautiful, transcendent 
and life-giving meaning that can give our lives great purpose. I believe that in the manger we 
have found the answer to all our longings and the end of all our searchings. In this miraculous 
event we discover that the holy and infinite God has chosen to become one of us, not in great 
power or prestige, but as a vulnerable child born to a poor unwed couple in the stable of a small 
town. God comes not to punish us but to love us, as one of us. God comes to show us the path to 
lives of deep meaning and purpose because in the incarnation we are not just taught about the 
nature of God’s love—we literally see it embodied and lived out in the life of Jesus. At Chrismas, 
God comes to show us the way home, to a home we have never seen but a home we have longed 
for all our lives. 

In this day and age when our culture seems to be pulling itself apart, when it is increasingly easy 
to demonize others rather than honor them, our God shows us a different way. On Christmas, 
the Holy One stoops to become one of us and in so doing shows us that deep and abiding love 
always involves humility, vulnerability and trust. In Christ, we are given a guide, a yardstick, 
to measure ourselves against and to hold up as an example of what we can be at our best. Now 
more than ever we need the good news of Immanuel, “God with us.”  
 
We are blessed by your presence today and we hope this service of praise and worship will be a 
blessing to you. No matter why you have come, please know that you are welcome here, today 
and always. 

Merry Christmas and may God bless and keep you.

The Very Reverend Randolph Marshall Hollerith
Dean, Washington National Cathedral

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a father’s only son, 
 full of grace and truth.  —John 1:14
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