
The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ
festival holy eucharist



Dear friends,

Merry Christmas! We’re so glad you’ve joined us here for a Cathedral Christmas. Please know that the 
doors of this Cathedral are always open to you, and that everyone has a home here in this house of prayer 
for all people.

During this busy time of year, I sometimes wonder what draws people to church, especially for those who 
rarely or never go to church for the rest of the year. There are so many demands on our time, and the 
places we go or the people we visit say something about what’s important. So why do churches tug on our 
heartstrings at this time of year? 

The Christmas story, at its core, is about that moment in time when God chose to dwell among us. In the 
church, we call it the Incarnation. Christmas is about that moment when God came closest to us, when the 
veil between heaven and earth slipped away and we could see and touch the very face of God. 

I think churches are the same way, or at least we try to be. In this glorious Cathedral, where the majestic 
space draws our eyes toward Heaven, we get a glimpse of that moment when God comes close. If you pause 
for a moment, you can feel the same sense of the incarnate God, Emmanuel, God with us. This is a place 
where God feels close. Maybe that’s why you’re here, in this Cathedral, this Christmas. 

However you got here or whatever drew you here, thank you for letting us share that experience with you, 
and for joining us to encounter God anew at Christmas. My prayer is that in this moment, as we journey to 
Bethlehem, that you will feel the touch of God upon your heart. After the holiday hustle and bustle is over, 
know that the Cathedral is open to you as a place where the wonder of Christmas remains, where you can 
meet and know God. 

From all of us here at the Cathedral, have a joyous holiday, a wonderful new year, and we hope to see you 
again soon.

The Very Reverend Randolph Marshall Hollerith
Dean, Washington National Cathedral 
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The people’s responses are in bold.
 

carillon prelude
Once in royal David’s city Irby; arr. Milford Myhre (b. 1931)

Angels, from the realms of glory Regent Square; arr. M. Myhre

On this day earth shall ring Personet Hodie; arr. Edward M. Nassor (b. 1957)

Joy to the world! Antioch; arr. Frank P. Law (1918-1985)

Hark! the herald angels sing Mendelssohn; arr. Albert C. Gerken (b. 1938)

organ prelude
In dulci jubilo, BWV 729 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Improvisation on “Adeste fideles” Francis Pott (b. 1957)

Christmas Suite Gilbert Martin (b. 1941)

Carillon de Westminster, Op. 54/6 Louis Vierne (1870-1937)

introit
Hodie Christus natus est  Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck (1562-1621)

Sung in Latin. 
Today Christ is born. 
Today the Saviour has appeared. 
Today on earth the angels sing and the archangels rejoice. 
Today the just exult, 
saying Glory to God in the highest, 
alleluia, Noel.

(Antiphon on the Magnificat, Vespers of Christmas Day)
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The Entrance Rite

hymn at the procession
O come, all ye faithful Adeste fideles
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the acclamation of the nativity
Presider Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Presider  The Word became flesh and dwelt among us;
People  And we beheld his glory.
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gloria in excelsis deo William Mathias (1934-1992)

the collect of the nativity of our lord jesus christ
Presider The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Presider Let us pray.

 O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that we, who 
joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

People Amen. 

The people are seated.
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The Word of God
the first reading Isaiah 52:7-10

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who brings good news, who announces 
salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in 
plain sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has 
comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all 
the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

psalm 98 chant: Douglas Major (b. 1953)

The choir introduces the antiphon, then all repeat.

Sing to the Lord a new song,
 for he has done marvelous things.
With his right hand and his holy arm
 has he won for himself the victory.
The Lord has made known his victory;
 his righteousness has he openly shown in 
  the sight of the nations.
He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to 
  the house of Israel,
 and all the ends of the earth have seen the  
  victory of our God.
Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands;
 lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

Sing to the Lord with the harp, 
 with the harp and the voice of song.
With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
 shout with joy before the King, the Lord.
Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, 
 the lands and those who dwell therein.
Let the rivers clap their hands, 
 and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,
 when he comes to judge the earth.
In righteousness shall he judge the world 
 and the peoples with equity.

All sing the antiphon.

the second reading Hebrews 1:1-12

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a 
Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and 
the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is 
more excellent than theirs. For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you”? Or again, 
“I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”? And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s 
angels worship him.” Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his servants flames of fire.” But of the Son he says, 
“Your throne, O God, is for ever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. You have loved righteousness 
and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” And, “In 
the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands; they will perish, but you remain; they 
will all wear out like clothing; like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed. But you are the same, 
and your years will never end.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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The people stand as able.

hymn at the sequence
Once in royal David’s city Irby
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the holy gospel John 1:1-14

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All 
things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was 
life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a 
man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 
He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what 
was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word 
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.

the sermon The Very Reverend Randolph Marshall Hollerith

The people stand as able.

the nicene creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
 the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
 Through him all things were made.
 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven:
 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
 He has spoken through the Prophets.
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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the prayers of the people

Intercessor  Joining our voices with all in heaven and on earth praising the Word made flesh in Jesus, let us pray for the world 
to which Christ comes, the Church whom Christ calls, and all people in need who Christ loves.

Silence is kept.

 God of light, you illumine this darkened world with the radiance of your newborn Son. May this good news of 
great joy shine in our hearts this holy day, that all gloom and despair may be dispelled by the fullness of your grace 
and truth.

People  Hear us, we pray.

Intercessor  God of grace, you bestow your love upon the world in the birth of Jesus, so that all the ends of the earth shall see 
your salvation. Lead and guide the nations of the world and those who govern them, that your justice and peace 
may rule over all.

People  Hear us, we pray.

Intercessor  God of life, you enliven your Church with the story of your love, that forever we may lift up our voices and sing for 
joy. Renew the song of the Church that, even as the angels proclaimed the birth of Jesus, we too might proclaim 
the salvation of the world is with us.

People  Hear us, we pray.

Intercessor  God of truth, you speak and the earth trembles in awe. With all of creation, we break forth together into singing 
the praise of the Christ Child. Strengthen our resolve to care for all creation that its song may be clearly heard.

People  Hear us, we pray.

Intercessor  God of mercy and might, you show compassion to all. Shine your healing light on those who are alone and long 
for companionship, those who are rejected, weak, troubled or sick in body, mind, or spirit.

People  Hear us, we pray.

Intercessor  God with us, in every time and place the voices of saints and angels together proclaim the good news of great joy 
which is for all people. Blend our voices with theirs, and at the last day assemble us all around your heavenly throne 
to forever sing a joyful song to you.

People  Hear us, we pray.

Presider  Come to us, O God, and make your home with us, in us, and through us for the sake of the One whose birth the 
angels sing and the shepherds proclaim, Jesus Christ our Savior.

People  Amen.

the peace
Presider The peace of Christ be always with you.
People  And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are seated.

the offertory
The people remain seated while an offering is received to support the Cathedral’s work of sharing God’s love with the world.

The altar is prepared for Holy Communion.
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anthem at the offertory
A babe is born W. Mathias
A babe is born all of a may, 
To bring salvation unto us.
To him we sing both night and day.
Veni Creator Spiritus.
At Bethlehem, that blessed place, 
The child of bliss now born he was;
And him to serve God give us grace, 
O lux beata Trinitas.
There came three kings out of the East, 
To worship the King that is so free,
With gold and myrrh and frankincense, 
A solis ortus cardine.

The angels came down with one cry, 
A fair song that night sung they
In worship of that child: 
Gloria tibi Domine.
A babe is born all of a may,
To bring salvation unto us. 
To him we sing both night and day. 
Veni Creator Spiritus. Noel!

(Anonymous, 15th century)

The people stand as able. 

hymn at the presentation
Angels, from the realms of glory Regent Square
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The Holy Communion
the great thanksgiving

Presider The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Presider Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Presider It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the 
Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from 
the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.

  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

sanctus & benedictus Grayson Warren Brown (b. 1948)
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Presider We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in 
the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word 
made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the 
Savior and Redeemer of the world. 

 In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought 
us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. On the night before he died 
for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

 Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
People We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory;

Presider And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that 
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son 
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of 
time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with blessed 
Mary and Joseph, Peter and Paul, our patrons, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 
and the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.

All AMEN.

the lord’s prayer

Notre Père…, Padre nuestro…, Vater unser…, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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the breaking of the bread & the fraction anthem

Verses 1 & 2 of the hymn are sung at the breaking of the bread. Verses 3 & 4 are sung following The Invitation to Holy Communion.

Let all mortal flesh keep silence Picardy 

the invitation to holy communion
All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please receive the bread in open and outstretched 
hands and sip the wine from the chalice, guiding it gently to your lips; or you may dip the wafer into the wine. Gluten-free wafers are 
available; please make your need known to the minister. Respond to receiving Communion by saying “Amen.” If you prefer to receive a 
blessing instead, please indicate your choice by crossing your hands across your chest. 
Those who wish to have Holy Communion brought to them at their seat should notify an usher. 
The people are seated.

anthem at the communion
Sing lullaby Herbert Howells (1892-1983)
Sing lullaby, sing lullaby, 
While snow doth gently fall. 
Sing lullaby to Jesus 
Born in an oxen’s stall. 

Sing lullaby, sing lullaby.
Sing lullaby to Jesus 
Born now in Bethlehem, 
The naked blackthorn’s growing 
To weave his diadem. 

Sing lullaby to Jesus.
Sing lullaby, sing lullaby, 
While thickly snow doth fall. 
Sing lullaby to Jesus, 
The Saviour of all. 
Sing lullaby, sing lullaby.

 
(F.W. Harvey, 1888-1957)
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The people stand as able.

hymn after communion
Joy to the world! Antioch
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the postcommunion prayer
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

the blessing of christmas
Presider May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy season, scatter the 

darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness.
People Amen.

Presider May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, and make you 
heralds of the Gospel. 

People Amen.

Presider May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his peace and favor.
People Amen.

Presider And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you 
for ever.

People Amen.
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hymn at the closing
Hark! the herald angels sing Mendelssohn
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•    •    • 

Following the service, the Washington Ringing Society will attempt a quarter peal to 
joyfully celebrate the Great Mystery of the Incarnation.

dismissal
Gospeller Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.

organ postlude
Final, from Symphony No.  vi  L. Vierne

sources & permissions Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle, and Gospel taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 1989, Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Opening acclamation (adapted), collect, psalm, Eucharistic 
Prayer B, and postcommunion prayer taken from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain. Prayers of the people (adapted) taken from Sundays and Seasons, 2010. 
Copyright 2009, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Blessing taken from The Book of Occasional Services, 2003. Copyright 2004, Church Pension Fund. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved. O come, all ye faithful. Text: John Francis Wade (1711-1786); tr. Frederick Oakeley (1802-1880) and others, alt. Public domain. Music: Adeste fideles, present form 
of melody attr. John Francis Wade (1711-1786); harm. The English Hymnal, 1906. Public domain. Gloria in excelsis Deo: Glory to God. Music: William Mathias (1934-1992), 
Copyright 1976 Oxford University Press. Reprinted under One License #A-709283. Once in royal David’s city. Text: Sts. 1-2, 4-6, Cecil Francis Alexander (1818-1895), alt. Public 
domain. St. 3, James Waring McCrady (b. 1938), Copyright 1982, James Waring McCrady. Music: Irby, melody Henry John Gauntlett (1805-1876); harm. Arthur Henry Mann 
(1850-1929), Copyright 1957, Novello and Company Limited. Reprinted under One License #A-709283. Angels, from the realms of glory. Text: James Montgomery (1771-1854), 
alt. Music: Regent Square, Henry Thomas Smart (1813-1879). Public domain. Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy Lord. Music: from A Mass for Soulful People, Grayson Warren Brown, 
Copyright 1979, North American Liturgy Resources. Reprinted under One License #A-709283. Let all mortal flesh keep silence. Text: Liturgy of St. James; para. Gerard Moultrie 
(1829-1885). Music: Picardy, French carol, 17th cent.; melody from Chansons populaires des Provinces de France, 1860. Public domain. Joy to the world! Text: Isaac Watts (1674-
1748), alt. Music: Antioch, Georg Frideric Handel (1685-1759); adapt. and arr. Lowell Mason (1792-1872). Public domain. Hark! the herald angels sing. Text: Charles Wesley 
(1707-1788), alt. Music: Mendelssohn, Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847); adapt. William H. Cummings (1831-1915). Public domain.

A gift in celebration of Christ’s birth is made to the glory of God 
and in thanksgiving for the 

William Carter and Maurine Stuart families.

Christmas Day Organ Recital
1:30 p.m.

Join us later today as organists George Fergus and Thomas Sheehan play a Christmas recital of  
traditional and familiar holiday favorites on the Cathedral’s Great Organ.

Thank you for worshiping at Washington National Cathedral, your National Cathedral. 

The work of the Cathedral in service to the city, the nation, and the world is made possible entirely through private support.  
The gifts of people from across the country and the world are behind every worship service, concert, public program,  

and the daily work of maintaining this historic landmark. It is only through your generosity that the  
Cathedral can fully live into its priorities of welcoming, deepening, convening, and serving.

We invite you to support the mission and ministry of the Cathedral. Visit cathedral.org to sign up for our weekly newsletter. 
You can also make a gift to help keep the Cathedral strong — either as the plate is passed or via our website. 

Thank you in advance for your generosity. Please know that your presence with us today has been a blessing.
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flowers throughout the cathedral are given to the glory of god.

High Altar: in memory of Hibbard G. James; Candelabra in the High Altar Sanctuary: in loving 
memory of Charles and Mary Russell Bounds; Canterbury Pulpit: in thanksgiving for God’s blessings; 
Altar in the Chapel of St. Mary the Virgin: in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Larz Anderson and in loving 
memory of Robert Marsden Goodchild and the Reverend & Mrs. Norman Egerton; Gates in the 
Chapel of St. Mary the Virgin: in loving memory of Lynn Laun Lindert; Altar in the Chapel of the 
Holy Spirit: in memory of Ann Wilson; Altar in the Chapel of St. John: in thanksgiving for the Charles 
Ray Long family and friends; Norman Prince Tomb in the Chapel of St. John: in honor of Norman 
Prince; Altar in Children’s Chapel: in memory of Wayne Evan Matejik; Christ Child Tree: in honor 
of Andrew, Kurt, and Stefan Moss, Jennifer and Robert Vettori Jr., and Lydia Hynson; in honor of 
The Great Mystery of the Incarnation; Altar in War Memorial Chapel: in memory of Margaret H. 
Howard; Dulin Bay: given in memory of and thanksgiving for Blanche Scott Dulin, Edward Milton 
Dulin Sr., and Dr. William C. Dulin; Folger Bay: given in memory of  J. Clifford Folger and Kathrine 
Dulin Folger; Altar in the Chapel of the Nativity: in honor of David, Michael, and Peter Lee; Angus 
Dun Font: in honor of Helen Barnard and in thanksgiving for her service to the Cathedral; Prince 
Tomb Crypt: in honor of Frederick Henry Prince and Abigail Norman Prince; Altar in the Chapel of 
the Resurrection: in thanksgiving for the Charles Ray Long family and friends; Altar in the Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd: in memory of Bob and Bulbul Howard; Altar in the Chapel of St. Joseph of 
Arimathea: in memory of Senator Joseph Davies Tydings;  Columbarium Gates in the Chapel of St. 
Joseph of Arimathea: in memory of the Seferlis and Tidball families; Ushers’ carnations: in memory of 
Lieutenant James Norbert Matthews.


