
The Entrance Rite

The people’s responses are in bold.

carillon prelude
The Church’s one foundation	 Aurelia; arr. Edward M. Nassor (b. 1957)

organ prelude
Prelude on “Rhosymedre”	 Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
Prelude on “Hyfrydol”	 R. Vaughan Williams

introit
An Old English Prayer	 James Gossler (b. 1949)
God be in my head, and in my understanding.
God be in mine eyes, and in my looking.
God be in my mouth, and in my speaking.
God be in my heart, and in my thinking.
God be at mine end, and at my departing. (Sarum Primer, 1558)

The people stand as able. 

hymn at the procession  •  525
 The Church’s one foundation                         		  Aurelia                         

the opening acclamation
Blessed be our God.
For ever and ever. Amen.

the collect for purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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gloria in excelsis	 Robert Powell (b. 1932)

The Word of God
the collect for the fourth sunday after pentecost

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through your grace we may proclaim 
your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The people are seated. 

the first reading	 Ezekiel 17:22-24 
Thus says the Lord God: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; I will set it out. I will break off a tender 
one from the topmost of its young twigs; I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. On the mountain height 
of Israel I will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar. Under it every 
kind of bird will live; in the shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. All the trees of the field shall 
know that I am the Lord. I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry up the green tree and make the dry 
tree flourish. I the Lord have spoken; I will accomplish it.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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psalm   92:1-5, 11-14 			   	 chant: Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876)

The choir introduces the antiphon; then all repeat.

It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord,  
 and to sing praises to your Name, O Most High;

To tell of your loving‑kindness early in the morning  
and of your faithfulness in the night season;

On the psaltery, and on the lyre,  
and to the melody of the harp.

 For you have made me glad by your acts, O Lord;  
and I shout for joy because of the works of  
	 your hands.

 Lord, how great are your works!  
your thoughts are very deep.

 The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree,  
and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon.

 Those who are planted in the house of the Lord  
shall flourish in the courts of our God;

 They shall still bear fruit in old age;  
they shall be green and succulent;

 That they may show how upright the Lord is,  
my Rock, in whom there is no fault.

All repeat the antiphon. 

the second reading	 2 Corinthians 5:6-17
We are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord —  
for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home 
with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. For all of us must appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil.
Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well known to God, and I hope 
that we are also well known to your consciences. We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an 
opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the 
heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. For the love of Christ urges us 
on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live 
might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. From now on, therefore, we regard 
no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no 
longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has 
become new!
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The people stand as able for the hymn. 

hymn at the sequence  •  440
 Blessed Jesus, at thy word	 Liebster Jesu                                            
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the holy gospel    								                    Mark 4:26-34   
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep and rise night and 
day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the 
head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest 
has come.”
He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? It is like a mustard 
seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and 
becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”
With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not speak to them except in 
parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.

the sermon						      The Reverend Canon Dana Colley Corsello

The people stand. 

the nicene creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
	 the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
	 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
	 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
	 Through him all things were made.
	 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven:
	 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
	 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
	 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
	 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
		  and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
	 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
	 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
	 He has spoken through the Prophets.
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead,

		  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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the prayers of the people
After each intercession,

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The presider prays the concluding collect, and the people respond, Amen.

the confession & absolution
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your 
goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us,  
the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior  
Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

The presider offers absolution and the people respond, Amen.

the peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.

the offertory
An offering is received to support the Cathedral’s ministry of sharing God’s love with the world.

The altar is prepared for Holy Communion.

anthem at the offertory
O thou sweetest source	  Charles Wood (1866-1926)

O thou sweetest source of gladness,
Light’s all lovely fountain-head,
Who, alike in joy and sadness,
Leavest none unvisited;
Breath of Godhead, highest King,
Who upholding everything,
Wilt uphold, with love undying,
Hear, O hear me humbly crying.
From thy throne, as April shower,
Thou descendest, heavenly One,
Freighted with thy sevenfold dower,
From the Father and the Son:
Bring me, noble Guest divine,

God’s own blessings, they are thine;
Freely dealt at thy good pleasure,
Fill me in abundant measure.
Save, uphold, and go before me,
Fainting, be my staff and rod:
Dying, to new life restore me,
Buried, be my grave, O God:
From the dust when I arise,
Come, exalt me to the skies,
Where thou within realms supernal
Feed thy saints with joys eternal. Amen.
(tr. G.R. Woodward, 1838-1934)

The people stand as able.  

hymn at the presentation  •  302      
Father, we thank thee	 Rendez à Dieu
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The Holy Communion
the great thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

The presider offers our thanks to God for the grace and mercy made available to us in Christ, and in response we sing:

sanctus & benedictus	   Richard Proulx (1937-2010)

The presider gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ’s passion and resurrection and prays over the bread and wine.

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, 
this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may 
be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under 
your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with Peter and Paul, our patrons, and all your saints, we may 
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the 
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.



7

the lord’s prayer

Notre Père…, Padre nuestro…, Vater unser…, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

the breaking of the bread & the fraction anthem	 Michael McCarthy (b. 1966)

the invitation to holy communion

The people are seated.
All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please receive the bread in open and outstretched 
hands and sip the wine from the chalice, guiding it gently to your lips; or you may dip the wafer into the wine. Gluten-free wafers are 
available; please make your need known to the minister. Respond to receiving Communion by saying “Amen.” If you prefer to receive a 
blessing instead, please indicate your choice by crossing your hands across your chest. 
During the administration of Holy Communion the laying on of hands and prayers for healing is offered in St. John’s Chapel.  Please enter 
the chapel by the ramp to the right of the pulpit.

anthem during the communion
The eyes of all wait upon thee	   Jean Berger (1909-2002)
The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou givest them their meat in due season. Thou openest thine hand, and satisfiest 
the desire of every living thing. 
(Psalm 145:16-17)
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Thank you for worshipping at the Washington National Cathedral today! 
We invite you to support the mission and ministry of the Cathedral by using our new mobile giving program. 
Simply text the dollar amount you wish to give to (202) 856-9005. 
You’ll be taken to a secure website to enter your credit card information, which is kept safe and secure. 
Thank you in advance for your generosity and please know that your presence with us today has been a blessing. 

worship leaders  The Reverend Canon Dana Colley Corsello, The Reverend Canon Rosemarie Logan Duncan, The Reverend Canon Preston Hannibal, 
The Reverend Andrew K. Barnett, The Reverend Sarah E. Salter, The Reverend Martha Watson, Renaissance Singers, Charlotte, NC.

flowers  The flowers throughout the Cathedral are given to the glory of God. The High Altar: in memory of those in the St. Albans class of 1958 who have 
died: Robert C. Kammholz, Hadi Raza Ali, John C. Boyd III, Curtis Lucius Hillyer, Windsor Peyton Booth, Jr., Thomas L. Stokes III, Peter Ourusoff, Jonathan 
Roosevelt, and Christian H. Clarke; St. Mary’s Chapel Altar: In thanksgiving for and in memory of Robert C. and Ruth O. Faulstich; in memory of Mary 
Scribner Judson; Children’s Chapel Altar: in memory of Mr. and Mrs. James Polk Bennett; Bethlehem Chapel Altar: in honor of Margot Semler Shorb.

sources and permissions  Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle, and Gospel taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. All rights reserved. All rights reserved. 
Opening acclamation, confession and absolution, and postcommunion prayer taken from Enriching Our Worship, Copyright 1998, The Church Pension Fund. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. Collects, psalm, peace, Eucharistic Prayer Form B, and dismissal taken from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public 
domain. Glory to God: Gloria in excelsis. Music: Robert Powell, rev. Copyright Church Publishing, Inc.  Reprinted under One License #A-709283. Holy, holy, 
holy Lord: Sanctus. Music: From A Community Mass; Richard Proulx, Copyright 1971, 1977 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under One License #A-709283.  
Fraction Anthem: The disciples knew the Lord Jesus. Michael McCarthy. Used with permission.

The people stand as able.   

the postcommunion prayer

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may 
proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

the blessing

The presider blesses the people, and the people respond, Amen.

hymn at the closing  •  657
 Love divine, all loves excelling	 Hyfrydol

the dismissal
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

organ voluntary
Choral Song	 S. S. Wesley


