
The people’s responses are in bold. 

The Entrance Rite

carillon prelude
Prelude and Fugue in C major, BWV 553	 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

organ voluntary
Adagio in E	 Frank Bridge (1879-1941)

The people remain seated during the introit. 

introit
Let thy merciful ears	 Thomas Weelkes (1576-1623)
Let thy merciful ears, O Lord, be open unto the prayers of thy humble servants; and that they may obtain their 
petitions make them to ask such things as shall please thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
(Collect for the 10th Sunday after the Trinity, The Book of Common Prayer)

The people stand as able at the introduction to the hymn. 

hymn at the procession  •  423
Immortal, invisible, God only wise  		  Sung by all.                 		  St. Denio                   

the opening acclamation
Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever.

the collect for purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the  
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Holy Eucharist
The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
September 1, 2019  •  10:00 AM

Washington National Cathedral
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benedictus es, domine			   Sung by all.	 John Rutter (b. 1945) 

The Word of God
the collect for the twelfth sunday after pentecost  

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts the love of your Name; 
increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.
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The people are seated. 

the first reading	 Jeremiah 2:4-13
Hear the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel. Thus says the Lord: What 
wrong did your ancestors find in me that they went far from me, and went after worthless things, and became 
worthless themselves? They did not say, “Where is the Lord who brought us up from the land of Egypt, who led us 
in the wilderness, in a land of deserts and pits, in a land of drought and deep darkness, in a land that no one passes 
through, where no one lives?” I brought you into a plentiful land to eat its fruits and its good things. But when you 
entered you defiled my land, and made my heritage an abomination. The priests did not say, “Where is the Lord?” 
Those who handle the law did not know me; the rulers transgressed against me; the prophets prophesied by Baal, 
and went after things that do not profit. Therefore once more I accuse you, says the Lord, and I accuse your children’s 
children. Cross to the coasts of Cyprus and look, send to Kedar and examine with care; see if there has ever been 
such a thing. Has a nation changed its gods, even though they are no gods? But my people have changed their glory 
for something that does not profit. Be appalled, O heavens, at this, be shocked, be utterly desolate, says the Lord,  
for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living water, and dug out cisterns  
for themselves, cracked cisterns that can hold no water.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

psalm 81:1, 10-16	 chant: George Elvey (1816-1893)
The choir introduces the antiphon, then all repeat.

The choir sings the psalm.

Sing with joy to God our strength  
and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob.

I am the Lord your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt and said,  

“Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.”
And yet my people did not hear my voice,  

and Israel would not obey me.
So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their hearts,  

to follow their own devices.

Oh, that my people would listen to me!  
that Israel would walk in my ways!

I should soon subdue their enemies  
and turn my hand against their foes.

Those who hate the Lord would cringe before him,  
and their punishment would last for ever.

But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat  
and satisfy him with honey from the rock.

All repeat the antiphon. 

the second reading	 Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained 
angels without knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with them; those 
who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let  
the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. Keep your lives free from the love  
of money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” So we can say 
with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?” Remember your leaders, 
those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ 
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is the same yesterday and today and forever. Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God,  
that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices 
are pleasing to God.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The people stand as able at the introduction to the hymn. 

hymn at the sequence
Brother, sister, let me serve you			   Sung by all.	   Servant Song                                                 

the holy gospel    								                   Luke 14:1, 7-14                   
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the 
sabbath, they were watching him closely. When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, 
he told them a parable. “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down  
at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; and the host who 
invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to 
take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, 
he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with 
you. For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” He said also 
to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers 
or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But when you give 
a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay 
you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.



5

the sermon						      The Reverend Canon Dana Colley Corsello

The people stand as able. 

the nicene creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 

God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven: by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have  
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one 
holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.   

the prayers of the people
After each intercession,

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

The presider prays the concluding collect, and the people respond, Amen.

the confession & absolution
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We have denied 
your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves 
us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior 
Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

The presider offers absolution and the people respond, Amen.

the peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.

The Holy Communion

the offertory
An offering is received to support the Cathedral’s ministry of sharing God’s love with the world.
The altar is prepared for Holy Communion.
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anthem at the offertory
Praise the Lord, O my soul	 Ned Rorem (b. 1923)
Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, O my soul. I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I 
have my being. Put not your trust in rulers nor in any child of earth, for there is no help in them. When they breathe 
their last, they return to earth and in that day their thoughts perish. Happy they who have the God of Jacob for their 
help! Whose hope is in the Lord their God; who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps 
his promise forever; who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. The Lord sets the 
prisoners free the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; The Lord loves the 
righteous; the Lord cares for the stranger; He sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
The Lord shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! (Psalm 146)

The people stand as able at the introduction to the hymn.  

hymn at the presentation
We gather at your table, Lord	   		  Sung by all.	  The Eighth Tune

the great thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their 
courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You 
made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in  
the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom 
and peace. 
By his blood, he reconciled us.
By his wounds, we are healed.
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all 
those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:
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sanctus & benedictus	         		  Sung by all.	 Richard Proulx (1937-2010) 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before
you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, andsaid, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming. 
Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes 
to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace 
only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one
body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN.

the lord’s prayer
Notre Père…,  Padre nuestro…,  Vater unser…, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

the breaking of the bread & the fraction anthem
The presider breaks the bread in silence.

This is the body of Christ	 	         	 Sung by all.	 John Bell (b. 1949)



8

worship leaders  The Very Reverend Randolph Marshall Hollerith, The Reverend Canon Dana Colley Corsello, The Reverend Canon Rosemarie Logan Duncan,  
The Reverend Canon Preston B. Hannibal, The Reverend Melanie Mullen, The Reverend Sarah E. Slater, The Cathedral Singers.

flowers  The flowers throughout the Cathedral are given to the glory of God. The High Altar: in honor of the employees of Washington National Cathedral and  
the Cathedral Foundation; Children’s Chapel Altar: in memory of Earl Mountbatten of Burma and his grandson, The Honorable Nicholas Knatchbull; War Memorial 
Chapel Altar: in memory of Clausen Francis Stekl; Bethlehem Chapel Altar: in memory of Stephen Mitchell Hoyt; Norman Prince Tomb: on the anniversary of the birth of  
Norman Prince.
permissions  Bible texts of the New Testament taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Opening acclamation, confession, and postcommunion prayer taken from Enriching Our Worship, Copyright 1998, The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Collects, 
psalm, absolution, peace, Eucharistic Prayer C (adapted), and dismissal taken from Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain. Prayers (adapted) taken from Sundays and Seasons, Year C 2019, Copyright 2018, 
Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Benedictus es, Domine: Glory to you. Music: John Rutter (b. 1945), Copyright 1985 Oxford University Press, Inc. Reprinted under One License #A-709283. 
Brother, sister, let me serve you. Text and music: Richard Gillard (b. 1953), Copyright 1977, Scripture in Song (admin. Integrity Music / ASCAP).  Reprinted under One License #A-709283. We gather at your table, 
Lord. Text: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette (b. 1961), Copyright 1999, Presbyterian Publishing/Westminster John Knox/Geneva Press. Reprinted under One License #A-709283. Music: The Eighth Tune, Thomas Tallis 
(1505?-1585). Public domain. Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy Lord. Music: From A Community Mass, Richard Proulx, Copyright 1971/1977, GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under One License #A-709283. Fraction 
anthem: This is the body of Christ. Text and music: John Bell, Copyright 1998, Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. Reprinted under One License #A-709283.

the invitation to holy communion
The people are seated.
All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please receive the bread in open and outstretched 
hands and sip the wine from the chalice, guiding it gently to your lips; or you may dip the wafer into the wine. Gluten-free wafers are 
available; please make your need known to the minister. Respond to receiving Communion by saying “Amen.” If you prefer to receive a 
blessing instead, please indicate your choice by crossing your hands across your chest. Those who wish to have Holy Communion brought 
to them at their seat should notify an usher. 
During the administration of Holy Communion, the laying on of hands and prayers for healing are offered in St. John’s Chapel. Please 
enter the chapel by the ramp or stairs to the right of the pulpit.

communion anthem
O Sacred Feast 	 Healey Willan (1880-1968)
O Sacred Feast, wherein Christ is received, the memory of his Passion is renewed in us, our souls are filled with grace, 
and the pledge of everlasting glory is given unto us. Alleluya. (Antiphon for Vespers of Corpus Christi)

The people stand as able.   

sending forth eucharistic visitors (when scheduled)
In the name of God and this Cathedral Church, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you 
go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s Body and Blood.
We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup. 

postcommunion prayer
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united us with Christ and 
one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the 
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen 
life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

the blessing
The presider blesses the people, and the people respond, Amen.

hymn at the closing  •  376
Joyful, joyful, we adore thee    			   Sung by all.	 Hymn to Joy

the dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

organ voluntary
Prelude, Fugue and Chaconne, BuxWV 137	 Dieterich Buxtehude (c. 1637-1707)


