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All Saints’ Sunday
The custom of commemorating all the saints of the Church as a single celebration dates back to at least the 
third century. The early history of the Church is filled with stories of the heroic faith of these witnesses 
to Christ’s truth and love. The stories of these saints—those baptized Christians of all ages and in all 
walks of life—are models for all Christians throughout history. On this All Saints’ Sunday we hold up 
holy men and women in the Church who have lived lives of faithful and joy-filled service. As one of the 
recommended days for the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, we also welcome the newly baptized as we all 
renew and reaffirm our own baptismal promises. And at the Lord’s table we gather with the faithful of 
every time and place, trusting that the promises of God will be fulfilled  in our lives.



The Tradition of Choral Evensong
Welcome to Washington National Cathedral. It is an ancient tradition for the people of God to offer praise and prayer as the 
day draws to a close. Choral Evensong is a service of sung evening prayer. The text of the service is drawn almost entirely from the 
Bible. The main purpose is to proclaim the wonderful works of God in human history, and in the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. Sung psalms and canticles are interwoven with readings from the Old and New Testaments and the recitation of 
the Apostles’ Creed and Lord’s Prayer. Other prayers and hymns are drawn from the many centuries of the Christian Church. 
The congregation is invited to listen reflectively and prayerfully as the choir offers prayer and praise on their behalf. Many find 
this frees them to offer to God their own thoughts and prayers.

The people’s responses are in bold.

organ voluntary
Return Home to Within Ned Rorem (b. 1923)

The people stand as able as the procession enters.
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hymn • 275
Hark! The Sound of Holy Voices Sung by all. Moultrie
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the opening sentences from holy scripture

preces Gerre Hancock (1934–2012)
Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips;
Choir And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
Officiant O God, make speed to save us;
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us.
Officiant Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
Choir As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.
Officiant Praise ye the Lord.
Choir The Lord’s Name be praised.

The candles are lighted as the choir sings.

phos hilaron Gary Davison (b. 1961)
The Phos hilaron is an ancient lamp-lighting hymn. Meaning “gladdening light” in Greek, it is among the earliest-known 
hymn texts recorded outside of the Bible that is still in use today.

O gracious Light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing thy praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Thou art worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds.

The people are seated.
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psalm • 148 Sung by the choir. chant: Walter Parratt (1841–1924)
Hallelujah!
Praise the Lord from the heavens;
    praise him in the heights.
Praise him, all you angels of his;
    praise him, all his host.
Praise him, sun and moon;
    praise him, all you shining stars.
Praise him, heaven of heavens,
    and you waters above the heavens.
Let them praise the Name of the Lord;
    for he commanded, and they were created.
He made them stand fast for ever and ever;
    he gave them a law which shall not pass away.
Praise the Lord from the earth,
    you sea-monsters and all deeps;
Fire and hail, snow and fog,
    tempestuous wind, doing his will;
Mountains and all hills,
    fruit trees and all cedars;
Wild beasts and all cattle,
    creeping things and winged birds;
Kings of the earth and all peoples,
    princes and all rulers of the world;
Young men and maidens,
    old and young together.
Let them praise the Name of the Lord,
    for his Name only is exalted,
    his splendor is over earth and heaven.
He has raised up strength for his people
and praise for all his loyal servants,
    the children of Israel, a people who are near him.
    Hallelujah!
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

the first lesson Wisdom 5:1-5, 14-16
The righteous will stand with great confidence in the presence of those who have oppressed them and those who make 
light of their labors. When the unrighteous see them, they will be shaken with dreadful fear, and they will be amazed 
at the unexpected salvation of the righteous. They will speak to one another in repentance, and in anguish of spirit 
they will groan, and say, “These are persons whom we once held in derision and made a byword of reproach—fools 
that we were! We thought that their lives were madness and that their end was without honor. Why have they been 
numbered among the children of God? And why is their lot among the saints?” Because the hope of the ungodly is like 
thistledown carried by the wind, and like a light frost driven away by a storm; it is dispersed like smoke before the wind, 
and it passes like the remembrance of a guest who stays but a day. But the righteous live forever, and their reward is with 
the Lord; the Most High takes care of them. Therefore they will receive a glorious crown and a beautiful diadem from 
the hand of the Lord, because with his right hand he will cover them, and with his arm he will shield them.
Here ends the lesson.

The people remain seated as the choir sings.
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magnificat Evening Service in G minor, Z. 231; Henry Purcell (1659–1695)
The Magnificat is the Blessed Virgin Mary’s song of thanksgiving in response to the fact that she will bear the Son of God, 
fulfilling the promises of the Old Testament.

My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 

For he hath regarded  
the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold from henceforth  
all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me,  
and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him  
throughout all generations. 

He hath showed strength with his arm;  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat,  
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things,  
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,  
as he promised to our forefathers,  
Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

(Luke 1:46-55)

the second lesson Revelation 21:1-4, 22–22:5
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea 
was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among 
mortals. He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he 
will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for 
the first things have passed away.” I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the 
Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the 
Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates will never 
be shut by day—and there will be no night there. People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 
But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are 
written in the Lamb’s book of life. Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is 
the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the 
healing of the nations. Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb 
will be in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And 
there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will 
reign forever and ever.
Here ends the lesson.

The people remain seated as the choir sings.
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nunc dimittis Evening Service in G minor, Z. 231; H. Purcell
The Nunc dimittis is the song of the aged Simeon, who had been promised by the Holy Spirit that he would not die until he had 
seen the Messiah. Upon taking the infant Jesus into his arms, Simeon utters these words of thanksgiving.

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,  
according to thy word, 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,  
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,  
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

(Luke 2:29-32)

The people stand as able.

the apostles’ creed Said by all, facing the high altar. 
The Apostles’ Creed grew from statements of belief made by early Christians at their baptism. The Church continues to confess 
this same faith in the Holy Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen.

the lesser litany  G. Hancock
Officiant The Lord be with you.
Choir And with thy spirit.
Officiant Let us pray.
Choir Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 Christ, have mercy upon us. 
 Lord, have mercy upon us.
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the lord’s prayer Said by all. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen.

the suffrages  G. Hancock
Officiant O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;
Choir And grant us thy salvation.
Officiant O Lord, save the State;
Choir And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Officiant Endue thy ministers with righteousness;
Choir And make thy chosen people joyful.
Officiant O Lord, save thy people;
Choir And bless thine inheritance.
Officiant Give peace in our time, O Lord;
Choir Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
Officiant O God, make clean our hearts within us;
Choir And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

the collects

The officiant sings a series of prayers, appointed for the day, each followed by a choral Amen.

O Almighty God, who hast knit together thine elect in one communion and fellowship in the mystical body of thy 
Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace so to follow thy blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we may come to 
those ineffable joys which thou hast prepared for those who unfeignedly love thee; through the same Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who with thee and the Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

Lord God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ triumphed over the powers of death and prepared for us our place in 
the new Jerusalem: Grant that we, who have this day given thanks for his resurrection, may praise thee in that City of 
which he is the light; and where he liveth and reigneth for ever and ever. Amen.

O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also worship thee, all nations obey thee, 
all tongues confess and bless thee, and men and women everywhere love thee and serve thee in peace; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The collects conclude with: 
Officiant Let us bless the Lord.
Choir Thanks be to God.

The people are seated.
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offering

An offering is received to support the Cathedral’s ministry of sharing God’s love. All are invited to make a gift as the plate is 
passed, at cathedral.org/support, or by texting the dollar amount you wish to give to 202-856-9005.

anthem
Faire Is the Heaven Sung by the choir. William Henry Harris (1883–1973)

Faire is the heaven, where happy soules have place
In full enjoyment of felicitie,
Whence they doe still behold the glorious face
Of the Divine Eternall Majestie.
Yet farre more faire be those bright Cherubins,
Which all with golden wings are overdight,
And those eternall burning Seraphins,
Which from their faces dart out fiery light;
Yet fairer than they both, and much more bright,
Be th’ Angels and Archangels, which attend
On God’s owne Person, without rest or end.
These then in faire each other farre excelling,
As to the Highest they approach more neare,
Yet is the Highest farre beyond all telling,
Fairer than all the rest which there appear,
Though all their beauties joynd together were;
How then can mortall tongue hope to expresse
The image of such endlesse perfectnesse?
(Edmund Spenser, ca. 1552–1599)

The people stand as able. Additional prayers and petitions may be said at this point, concluding with The General Thanksgiving.

the general thanksgiving Said by all. 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
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the blessing

The officiant blesses the people, and the people respond, Amen.

hymn • 253
Give Us the Wings of Faith to Rise Sung by all. San Rocco

organ voluntary
Placare Christe servulis, Op. 38, No. 16 Marcel Dupré (1886–1971)



Thank you for joining us in worship.

The work of this Cathedral is made possible entirely through the support of individuals like you. The gifts of people 
from across the country and the world are behind every worship service, concert, public program, and the daily work of 
maintaining this historic landmark and house of prayer for all people. 

All are invited to make a gift to support the Cathedral’s ministry of sharing God’s love as the plate is passed, at cathedral.
org/support, or by texting the dollar amount you wish to give to 202-856-9005.

Thank you in advance for your generosity. Please know that your participation with us today has been a blessing.

participants Officiant: The Reverend Patrick L. Keyser, Priest Associate; Musicians: The Girls Cathedral Choir, 
Canon Michael McCarthy, Canon for Music and Director of Institutional Planning, Thomas M. Sheehan, Organist and 
Associate Director of Music, Rebecca Ehren, Organ Scholar.
flowers The flowers throughout the Cathedral are given to the glory of God. In memory of Orlin Lester Livdahl, Jr.; in 
memory of Grace Gibson; in memory of Harold and Harriet Anderson and Edward and Clara Bogumill; in thanksgiving 
for former First Lady Nancy Reagan; in memory of Dr. Luther Leader and Marian Widman Leader; in memory of Haywood 
Martin Bains; in celebration of the marriage of Dianne Michelle Tinio Lumaquin and Andrew Lukas Yin.
permissions Texts of the Old Testament and Gospel taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 
1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved. Phos hilaron, psalm, canticles, suffrages, prayers, creed, collects, and thanksgiving taken from the Book 
of Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain. Hark! The Sound of Holy Voices. Text: Christopher Wordsworth (1807–1885). 
Music: Moultrie. Gerard Francis Cobb (1838–1904). Public domain. Give Us the Wings of Faith to Rise. Text: Isaac Watts. 
(1674–1748), alt. Public domain. Music: San Rocco. Derek Williams (b. 1945), Copyright 1968, D. Williams. Reprinted 
under One License #A-709283.
All Cathedral worship services are livestreamed via video for our online congregation. By participating in this service you 
acknowledge that you may be visible on live broadcast or archived video. If you are uncomfortable about the possibility of 
appearing on video, please see an usher to be reseated in a more private area.


