
The Tradition of Choral Evensong
Welcome to Washington National Cathedral. It is an ancient tradition for the people of God to offer praise and prayer as the 
day draws to a close. Choral Evensong is a service of sung evening prayer. The text of the service is drawn almost entirely from the 
Bible. The main purpose is to proclaim the wonderful works of God in human history, and in the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. Sung psalms and canticles are interwoven with readings from the Old and New Testaments and the recitation of 
the Apostles’ Creed and Lord’s Prayer. Other prayers and hymns are drawn from the many centuries of the Christian Church. 
The congregation is invited to listen reflectively and prayerfully as the choir offers prayer and praise on their behalf. Many find 
this frees them to offer to God their own thoughts and prayers.

The people’s responses are in bold. 

organ voluntary
“Prelude” from Organ Suite No. 1 Ulysses Kay (1917–1995)

introit
Seek Him That Made the Pleiades Alan Lewis (b. 1962)

Seek him that made the Pleiades and Orion, that turneth deep darkness into the morning,
and darkeneth the day into night; that calleth for the waters of the sea,
and poureth them out upon the face of the earth: The Lord is his Name.
(Amos 5:8)

The people stand as able as the procession enters.

hymn • 559
Lead Us, Heavenly Father, Lead Us Sung by all. Dulce carmen

the opening sentences from holy scripture

1

Choral Evensong
The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
July 17, 2022 •  4:00 pm

Washington National Cathedral



2

preces Philip Radcliffe (1905–1986)
Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips;
Choir And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
Officiant O God, make speed to save us;
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us.
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.
Officiant Praise ye the Lord.
Choir The Lord’s Name be praised.

The candles are lighted as the choir sings.

phos hilaron Roland Martin (b. 1955)
The Phos hilaron is an ancient lamp-lighting hymn. Meaning “gladdening light” in Greek, it is among the earliest-known 
hymn texts recorded outside of the Bible that is still in use today.

O gracious Light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing thy praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Thou art worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds.

The people are seated. 

psalm • 103 Sung by the choir. chant: A. Lewis
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
    and all that is within me, bless his holy Name.
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
    and forget not all his benefits.
He forgives all your sins
    and heals all your infirmities;
He redeems your life from the grave
    and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness;
He satisfies you with good things,
    and your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
The Lord executes righteousness
    and judgment for all who are oppressed.
He made his ways known to Moses
    and his works to the children of Israel.
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy,
    slow to anger and of great kindness.
He will not always accuse us,
    nor will he keep his anger for ever.
He has not dealt with us according to our sins,
    nor rewarded us according to our wickedness.
For as the heavens are high above the earth,
    so is his mercy great upon those who fear him.
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As far as the east is from the west,
    so far has he removed our sins from us.
As a father cares for his children,
    so does the Lord care for those who fear him.
For he himself knows whereof we are made;
    he remembers that we are but dust.
Our days are like the grass;
    we flourish like a flower of the field;
When the wind goes over it, it is gone,
    and its place shall know it no more.
But the merciful goodness of the Lord endures for ever on those who fear him,
    and his righteousness on children’s children;
On those who keep his covenant
    and remember his commandments and do them.
The Lord has set his throne in heaven,
    and his kingship has dominion over all.
Bless the Lord, you angels of his,
you mighty ones who do his bidding,
    and hearken to the voice of his word.
Bless the Lord, all you his hosts,
    you ministers of his who do his will.
Bless the Lord, all you works of his,
in all places of his dominion;
    bless the Lord, O my soul.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

the first lesson Joshua 6:15-27
On the seventh day the people of Israel rose early, at dawn, and marched around the city in the same manner seven 
times. It was only on that day that they marched around the city seven times. And at the seventh time, when the priests 
had blown the trumpets, Joshua said to the people, “Shout! For the Lord has given you the city. The city and all that is 
in it shall be devoted to the Lord for destruction. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her in her house shall 
live because she hid the messengers we sent. As for you, keep away from the things devoted to destruction, so as not to 
covet and take any of the devoted things and make the camp of Israel an object for destruction, bringing trouble upon 
it. But all silver and gold, and vessels of bronze and iron, are sacred to the Lord; they shall go into the treasury of the 
Lord.” So the people shouted, and the trumpets were blown. As soon as the people heard the sound of the trumpets, 
they raised a great shout, and the wall fell down flat; so the people charged straight ahead into the city and captured it. 
Then they devoted to destruction by the edge of the sword all in the city, both men and women, young and old, oxen, 
sheep, and donkeys. Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, “Go into the prostitute’s house, and bring 
the woman out of it and all who belong to her, as you swore to her.” So the young men who had been spies went in and 
brought Rahab out, along with her father, her mother, her brothers, and all who belonged to her—they brought all 
her kindred out—and set them outside the camp of Israel. They burned down the city, and everything in it; only the 
silver and gold, and the vessels of bronze and iron, they put into the treasury of the house of the Lord. But Rahab the 
prostitute, with her family and all who belonged to her, Joshua spared. Her family has lived in Israel ever since. For she 
hid the messengers whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho. Joshua then pronounced this oath, saying, “Cursed before the 
Lord be anyone who tries to build this city—this Jericho! At the cost of his firstborn he shall lay its foundation, and at 
the cost of his youngest he shall set up its gates!” So the Lord was with Joshua; and his fame was in all the land.
Here ends the lesson.

The people remain seated as the choir sings.
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magnificat “St Paul’s, Buffalo” Service; R. Martin
The Magnificat is the Blessed Virgin Mary’s song of thanksgiving in response to the fact that she will bear the Son of God, 
fulfilling the promises of the Old Testament.

My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 

For he hath regarded  
the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold from henceforth  
all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me,  
and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him  
throughout all generations. 

He hath showed strength with his arm;  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat,  
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things,  
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,  
as he promised to our forefathers,  
Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

(Luke 1:46-55)

the second lesson Mark 2:1-12
When Jesus returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home. So many gathered 
around that there was no longer room for them, not even in front of the door; and he was speaking the word to 
them. Then some people came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. And when they could 
not bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him; and after having dug through it, 
they let down the mat on which the paralytic lay. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your 
sins are forgiven.” Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, “Why does this fellow 
speak in this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that 
they were discussing these questions among themselves; and he said to them, “Why do you raise such questions in 
your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Stand up and take your mat 
and walk’? But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the 
paralytic—“I say to you, stand up, take your mat and go to your home.” And he stood up, and immediately took 
the mat and went out before all of them; so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We have never 
seen anything like this!”
Here ends the lesson.

The people remain seated as the choir sings.



5

nunc dimittis “St Paul’s, Buffalo” Service; R. Martin
The Nunc dimittis is the song of the aged Simeon, who had been promised by the Holy Spirit that he would not die until he had 
seen the Messiah. Upon taking the infant Jesus into his arms, Simeon utters these words of thanksgiving.

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,  
according to thy word, 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,  
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,  
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

(Luke 2:29-32)

The people stand as able.

the apostles’ creed Said by all, facing the high altar. 
The Apostles’ Creed grew from statements of belief made by early Christians at their baptism. The Church continues to confess 
this same faith in the Holy Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the 

Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

the lesser litany  P. Radcliffe
Officiant The Lord be with you.
Choir And with thy spirit.
Officiant Let us pray.
Choir Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 Christ, have mercy upon us. 
 Lord, have mercy upon us.

the lord’s prayer Said by all. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen.
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the suffrages  P. Radcliffe
Officiant O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;
Choir And grant us thy salvation.
Officiant O Lord, save the State;
Choir And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Officiant Endue thy ministers with righteousness;
Choir And make thy chosen people joyful.
Officiant O Lord, save thy people;
Choir And bless thine inheritance.
Officiant Give peace in our time, O Lord;
Choir Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
Officiant O God, make clean our hearts within us;
Choir And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

the collects
The officiant sings a series of prayers, appointed for the day, each followed by a choral Amen.

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, who knowest our necessities before we ask and our ignorance in asking: 
Have compassion, we beseech thee, upon our infirmities, and those things which for our unworthiness we dare not, 
and for our blindness we cannot ask, mercifully give us for the worthiness of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who liveth 
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Lord God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ triumphed over the powers of death and prepared for us our place in 
the new Jerusalem: Grant that we, who have this day given thanks for his resurrection, may praise thee in that City of 
which he is the light; and where he liveth and reigneth for ever and ever. Amen.

O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also worship thee, all nations obey thee, 
all tongues confess and bless thee, and men and women everywhere love thee and serve thee in peace; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The collects conclude with: 
Officiant Let us bless the Lord.
Choir Thanks be to God.

The people are seated.

offering

An offering is received to support the Cathedral’s ministry of sharing God’s love. All are invited to make a gift as the plate is 
passed, at cathedral.org/support, or by texting the dollar amount you wish to give to 202-856-9005.

anthem
Evening Hymn Sung by the choir. H. Balfour Gardiner (1877–1950)

Sung in Latin.
To thee before the close of day,
Creator of the world, we pray
That, with thy wonted favor, thou
Wouldst be our guard and keeper now.
From all ill dreams defend our sight,
From fears and terrors of the night;
Withhold from us our ghostly foe,
That spot of sin we may not know.

O Father, that we ask be done,
Through Jesus Christ, thine only Son,
Who, with the Holy Ghost and thee,
Doth live and reign eternally. Amen.

(Anonymous hymn, ca. 5th–6th century)



7

The people stand as able. Additional prayers and petitions may be said at this point, concluding with The General Thanksgiving.

the general thanksgiving Said by all. 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your goodness 
and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the 
blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus 
Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving 
up our selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

the blessing

The officiant blesses the people, and the people respond, Amen.

hymn • 469
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy Sung by all. St. Helena

organ voluntary
Fugue in C minor Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872–1958)



Thank you for joining us in worship.

The work of this Cathedral is made possible entirely through the support of individuals like you. The gifts of people 
from across the country and the world are behind every worship service, concert, public program, and the daily work of 
maintaining this historic landmark and house of prayer for all people. 

All are invited to make a gift to support the Cathedral’s ministry of sharing God’s love as the plate is passed, at cathedral.
org/support, or by texting the dollar amount you wish to give to 202-856-9005.

Thank you in advance for your generosity. Please know that your participation with us today has been a blessing.

participants Officiant: The Reverend Jenifer Gamber, Director for the School of Christian Faith and Leadership & the 
Tending Our Soil Thriving Congregations Initiative, Episcopal Diocese of Washington; Musicians: The Choir of Calvary 
Episcopal Church, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Dr. Alan Lewis, Director of Music, Calvary Episcopal Church, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, Thomas M. Sheehan, Organist and Associate Director of Music, Washington National Cathedral.
flowers The flowers throughout the Cathedral are given to the glory of God. In memory of George Randolph Cooper, 
Jr.; in memory of Ruby Lee Church Newsome; in memory of the Reverend Canon Charles Martin, Washington National 
Cathedral; in memory of Thomas Hollingsworth Garber and Lessie Garber Sutherland; in memory of Elizabeth C. 
Patterson; in memory of Elizabeth Corbett Gilbert; in celebration of the marriage of Rachael Cathryn Keller and Nicolas 
William Pompeo.
permissions Texts of the Old Testament and Gospel taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 
1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved. Phos hilaron, psalm, canticles, suffrages, prayers, creed, collects, and thanksgiving taken from the Book 
of Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain. Lead Us, Heavenly Father, Lead Us. Text: James Edmeston (1791–1867), alt. Music: 
Dulce carmen. From An Essay on the Church Plain Chant, 1782. Public domain. There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy. Text: 
Frederick William Faber (1814–1863), alt. Public domain. Music: St. Helena. Calvin Hampton (1938–1984), Copyright 1977, 
GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under One License #A-709283.
All Cathedral worship services are livestreamed via video for our online congregation. By participating in this service you 
acknowledge that you may be visible on live broadcast or archived video. If you are uncomfortable about the possibility of 
appearing on video, please see an usher to be reseated in a more private area.


