Choral Evensong
The Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 22, 2022 • 4:00 pm
Washington National Cathedral
The Tradition of Choral Evensong
Welcome to Washington National Cathedral. It is an ancient tradition for the people of God to offer praise and prayer as the
day draws to a close. Choral Evensong is a service of sung evening prayer. The text of the service is drawn almost entirely from the
Bible. The main purpose is to proclaim the wonderful works of God in human history, and in the life, death, and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. Sung psalms and canticles are interwoven with readings from the Old and New Testaments and the recitation of
the Apostles’ Creed and Lord’s Prayer. Other prayers and hymns are drawn from the many centuries of the Christian Church.
The congregation is invited to listen reflectively and prayerfully as the choir offers prayer and praise on their behalf. Many find
this frees them to offer to God their own thoughts and prayers.
The people’s responses are in bold.

organ voluntary
Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing

J. William Greene (b. 1956)

The people stand as able as the procession enters.
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hymn

•

701

Jesus, All My Gladness

Sung by all.
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Jesu, meine Freude

the opening sentences from holy scripture
preces
Officiant
Choir
Officiant
Choir
Officiant
Choir
Officiant
Choir

Richard Shephard (1949–2021)
O Lord, open thou our lips;
And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
O God, make speed to save us;
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.
Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s Name be praised.

The candles are lighted as the choir sings.

phos hilaron

Ronald Arnatt (1930–2018)

The Phos hilaron is an ancient lamp-lighting hymn. Meaning “gladdening light” in Greek, it is among the earliest-known
hymn texts recorded outside of the Bible that is still in use today.
O gracious Light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!
Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing thy praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Thou art worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.
The people are seated.
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psalm

•

34

Sung by the choir.

I will bless the Lord at all times;
his praise shall ever be in my mouth.
I will glory in the Lord;
let the humble hear and rejoice.
Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord;
let us exalt his Name together.
I sought the Lord, and he answered me
and delivered me out of all my terror.
Look upon him and be radiant,
and let not your faces be ashamed.
I called in my affliction and the Lord heard me
and saved me from all my troubles.
The angel of the Lord encompasses those who fear him,
and he will deliver them.
Taste and see that the Lord is good;
happy are they who trust in him!
Fear the Lord, you that are his saints,
for those who fear him lack nothing.
The young lions lack and suffer hunger,
but those who seek the Lord lack nothing that is good.
Come, children, and listen to me;
I will teach you the fear of the Lord.
Who among you loves life
and desires long life to enjoy prosperity?
Keep your tongue from evil-speaking
and your lips from lying words.
Turn from evil and do good;
seek peace and pursue it.
The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous,
and his ears are open to their cry.
The face of the Lord is against those who do evil,
to root out the remembrance of them from the earth.
The righteous cry, and the Lord hears them
and delivers them from all their troubles.
The Lord is near to the brokenhearted
and will save those whose spirits are crushed.
Many are the troubles of the righteous,
but the Lord will deliver him out of them all.
He will keep safe all his bones;
not one of them shall be broken.
Evil shall slay the wicked,
and those who hate the righteous will be punished.
The Lord ransoms the life of his servants,
and none will be punished who trust in him.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
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chants: Scott Dettra (b. 1975),
Ivor Atkins (1869–1953)

the first lesson

Leviticus 25:1-17

The Lord spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying: Speak to the people of Israel and say to them: When you enter the
land that I am giving you, the land shall observe a sabbath for the Lord. Six years you shall sow your field, and six years
you shall prune your vineyard, and gather in their yield; but in the seventh year there shall be a sabbath of complete
rest for the land, a sabbath for the Lord: you shall not sow your field or prune your vineyard. You shall not reap the
aftergrowth of your harvest or gather the grapes of your unpruned vine: it shall be a year of complete rest for the land.
You may eat what the land yields during its sabbath—you, your male and female slaves, your hired and your bound
laborers who live with you; for your livestock also, and for the wild animals in your land all its yield shall be for food.
You shall count off seven weeks of years, seven times seven years, so that the period of seven weeks of years gives fortynine years. Then you shall have the trumpet sounded loud; on the tenth day of the seventh month—on the day of
atonement—you shall have the trumpet sounded throughout all your land. And you shall hallow the fiftieth year and
you shall proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you: you shall return, every
one of you, to your property and every one of you to your family. That fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you: you shall
not sow, or reap the aftergrowth, or harvest the unpruned vines. For it is a jubilee; it shall be holy to you: you shall eat
only what the field itself produces. In this year of jubilee you shall return, every one of you, to your property. When you
make a sale to your neighbor or buy from your neighbor, you shall not cheat one another. When you buy from your
neighbor, you shall pay only for the number of years since the jubilee; the seller shall charge you only for the remaining
crop years. If the years are more, you shall increase the price, and if the years are fewer, you shall diminish the price;
for it is a certain number of harvests that are being sold to you. You shall not cheat one another, but you shall fear your
God; for I am the Lord your God.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The people remain seated as the choir sings.
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magnificat

Gloucester Service; Herbert Howells (1892–1983)

The Magnificat is the Blessed Virgin Mary’s song of thanksgiving in response to the fact that she will bear the Son of God, fulfilling
the promises of the Old Testament.

My soul doth magnify the Lord,
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.
For he hath regarded
the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold from henceforth
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me,
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him
throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm;
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat,
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,
as he promised to our forefathers,
Abraham and his seed for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
(Luke 1:46-55)

the second lesson

Luke 12:13-21

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me.” But he said
to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard
against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” Then he told them a parable:
“The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to
store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all
my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink,
be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have
prepared, whose will they be?’ So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The people remain seated as the choir sings.
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nunc dimittis

Gloucester Service; H. Howells

The Nunc dimittis is the song of the aged Simeon, who had been promised by the Holy Spirit that he would not die until he had seen the Messiah.
Upon taking the infant Jesus into his arms, Simeon utters these words of thanksgiving.

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,
according to thy word,
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
(Luke 2:29-32)
The people stand as able.

the apostles’ creed

Said by all, facing the high altar.

The Apostles’ Creed grew from statements of belief made by early Christians at their baptism. The Church continues to confess this same
faith in the Holy Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
		 creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
		 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
		 and born of the Virgin Mary.
		 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
		 was crucified, died, and was buried.
		 He descended to the dead.
		 On the third day he rose again.
		 He ascended into heaven,
		 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
		 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
		 the holy catholic Church,
		 the communion of saints,
		 the forgiveness of sins,
		 the resurrection of the body,
		 and the life everlasting. Amen.

the lesser litany	
Officiant
Choir
Officiant
Choir

R. Shephard

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
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the lord’s prayer

Said by all.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
		 on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

the suffrages	
Officiant
Choir
Officiant
Choir
Officiant
Choir
Officiant
Choir
Officiant
Choir
Officiant
Choir

R. Shephard

O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;
And grant us thy salvation.
O Lord, save the State;
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Endue thy ministers with righteousness;
And make thy chosen people joyful.
O Lord, save thy people;
And bless thine inheritance.
Give peace in our time, O Lord;
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
O God, make clean our hearts within us;
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

the collects
The officiant sings a series of prayers, appointed for the day, each followed by a choral Amen.
O God, who hast prepared for those who love thee such good things as pass man’s understanding: Pour into our hearts
such love toward thee, that we, loving thee in all things and above all things, may obtain thy promises, which exceed
all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Lord God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ triumphed over the powers of death and prepared for us our place in
the new Jerusalem: Grant that we, who have this day given thanks for his resurrection, may praise thee in that City of
which he is the light; and where he liveth and reigneth for ever and ever. Amen.
O God, who dost manifest in thy servants the signs of thy presence: Send forth upon us the Spirit of love, that in
companionship with one another thine abounding grace may increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The collects conclude with:
Officiant
Choir

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The people are seated.
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offering
An offering is received to support the Cathedral’s ministry of sharing God’s love this Easter season. All are invited to make a gift
as the plate is passed, at cathedral.org/support or by texting the dollar amount you wish to give to 202-856-9005.

anthem
Let All the World in Every Corner Sing

Sung by the choir.

Kenneth Leighton (1929–1988)

Let all the world in every corner sing,
		 My God and King.
The heavens are not too high,
His praise may thither fly:
The earth is not too low,
His praises there may grow.
Let all the world in every corner sing,
		 My God and King.
The church with psalms must shout,
No door can keep them out:
But above all, the heart
Must bear the longest part.
Let all the world in every corner sing,
		 My God and King.
(George Herbert, 1593–1633)
The people stand as able. Additional prayers and petitions may be said at this point, concluding with The General Thanksgiving.

the general thanksgiving

Said by all.

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

the blessing
The officiant blesses the people, and the people respond, Amen.
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hymn

•

665

All My Hope on God is Founded

Sung by all.

Michael

organ voluntary
“Praeludium” from Suite circulaire, Op. 1289

Carson Cooman (b. 1982)
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participants Officiant: The Reverend Patrick L. Keyser, Priest Associate; Musicians: The Girls Cathedral Choir,
Michael McCarthy, Canon for Music and Director of Institutional Planning, Thomas M. Sheehan, Organist and Associate
Director of Music.
flowers The flowers throughout the Cathedral are given to the glory of God. In loving memory of Beatrice E. Wilson
Baker; in celebration of the marriage of Margaret Lukens and Jarrett Turner; in memory of and thanksgiving for Anne
Peeke; in memory of Stephen Moore Lott, Margaret Elizabeth McKechnie Lott, and Patricia Hall Lott; in loving memory
of Ruth and Caroline Clahane; in memory of Edith Sprenger and Norman Sprenger, Willard Ching and Charles Bell; in
loving memory of Michael Reid McCarthy.
permissions Texts of the Old Testament and Gospel taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright
1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission.
All rights reserved. Phos hilaron, psalm, canticles, suffrages, prayers, creed, collects, and thanksgiving taken from the Book
of Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain.
Jesus, All My Gladness. Text: Johann Franck (1618–1677); tr. Arthur Wellsley Wotherspoon (1856–1936), alt. Music: Jesu,
meine Freude. Johann Cruger (1598–1662), alt. Public domain. All My Hope on God Is Founded. Text: Robert Seymour
Bridges (1844–1903), alt., after Joachim Neander (1650–1680). Public domain. Music: Michael. Herbert Howells (1892–
1983). Copyright 1938, Novello & Company Ltd. All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-709283.
All Cathedral worship services are livestreamed via video for our online congregation. By participating in this service you
acknowledge that you may be visible on live broadcast or archived video. If you are uncomfortable about the possibility of
appearing on video, please see an usher to be reseated in a more private area.
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Thank you for joining us in worship.
The work of this Cathedral is made possible entirely through the support of individuals like you. The gifts of people
from across the country and the world are behind every worship service, concert, public program, and the daily work of
maintaining this historic landmark and house of prayer for all people.
All are invited to make a gift to support the Cathedral’s ministry of sharing God’s love this Easter season as the plate is
passed, at cathedral.org/support or by texting the dollar amount you wish to give to 202-856-9005.
Thank you in advance for your generosity. Please know that your participation with us today has been a blessing.

