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The people’s responses are in bold.

drum circle & land acknowledgement
All Nations Intertribal

N. Renshaw (Oglala Lakota), Uptown Boyz

Lakota Oyate kin cokata u we, Na olawan wachi yelo
English Everyone come to the center and dance to the song.
Land and Traditional Indigenous Inhabitants Acknowledgement

opening welcome

Mary Phillips (Laguna Pueblo/Omaha)
The Very Reverend Randolph Marshall Hollerith

gathering
Brave Heart, Unci Song			

performed by Uptown Boyz

Traditional

opening invocations—honoring creation from three traditions
Christian Prayer
The Very Reverend Randolph Marshall Hollerith and The Reverend Melanie Mullen
Good God, Creator of the world, draw us into prayer and celebration as we gather to remember the gifts of your
earth and the stewardship you have entrusted to us as tillers and tenders in your image.
We know that in the gathering of the people, power is present among us; your Holy Spirit stirs and moves and gives
us courage to remember that all good gifts come first from you.
We praise you for this creation in the words of the Psalmist, sung by our ancestors in faith for generations:
“God speaks: the heavens are made;
God breathes: the stars shine.
God bottles the waters of the sea
and stores them in the deep
All earth, be astounded,
stand in awe of God.”
Keep us faithful to this gathering in faith and “bless this vine your right hand has planted.”
Now and forever, Amen.
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Hindu Prayer
Sankar Sitaraman

O mankind! May you lead on to a common goal, may your speech be cordial, and may your minds and thoughts be
in harmony with each other. May your prayers also be universal like those of the enlightened.
Rig Veda 10/191/2
May peace radiate there in the whole sky as well as in the vast spaces of the universe. May peace reign all over this
earth, in water and in all herbs, trees and plants. May peace flow over the whole universe. May peace be in the Supreme
Being. And may there always exist in all peace and peace alone. Peace, peace and peace to us and all beings!
Yajurveda 36/17
O God, lead us from untruth to truth. Lead us from darkness to light. Lead us from death to immortality.
Brihad Aaranyaka Upanishad 1/3/28
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Sikh Prayer
Dr. Rajwant Singh
“The Creator created himself…
And created all creation in which he is manifest.
You Yourself the bumble-bee, flower, fruit and the tree.
You Yourself the water, desert, ocean and the pond.
You Yourself are the big fish, tortoise and the Cause of causes.
Your form can not be known”
“Men, trees, pilgrimage places, banks of sacred streams, clouds, fields.
Islands, spheres, universes, continents, solar systems.
The sources of creation, egg-born, womb-born, earth-born,
sweat-born, oceans, mountains and sentient beings.
He, the Lord, knows their condition, O Nanak.
Nanak, having created beings, the lord takes care of them all.
The creator who created the world, He takes thought of it as well.”
Guru Granth Sahib page 1016
“Creating the world, God has made it a place to practice spirituality”
Guru Granth Sahib, page 1035

song
Stand by me 					

performed by ADAMS BEAT

opening sentences
Leaders

Come, let us dwell in the shelter of our Creator.
Let us dwell in the Divine’s work of art.
Come, because the Earth is the Lord’s, and Earth is our home.

People

We live in the world of our Creator and we are not alone.
We share this life with the heavens and the earth,
With the waters and the land,
With trees and grasses,
With fish, birds, and animals,
With minerals and creatures of every form,
And with all our brothers and sisters.

Leaders

Enter into these gates with thanksgiving and into these courts with praise.
For our Creator is good, eternal and faithful forever.
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Ben E. King

responsorial song
Cantor introduces the refrain; then all repeat.
Refrain

Cantor

People

The people repeat the refrain.

sacred readings
Native American
Creators Gift for Healing by the “Drum-Can’cega” (chun-chay-guh) by Jim Red Eagle (Fort Peck Sioux Tribe)
Read by Wambli Gichianga “Sits with Eagle,” English name, Shawn Ironmaker
A long time ago during a long hard winter, many relatives passed into the Spirit World. The winter time was harsh and
both the young and elderly suffered greatly.
During this winter a man had a dream of the “Drum-Can’cega.” In his dream he was told how to use it with singing,
how to build it and all that went with the Drum.
He was told using this drum with song would heal the mourning and those with heavy hearts.
When he woke up from his dream, he did as what he was instructed and built the first Drum.
The drum and song are meant to comfort, heal and bring happiness in our lives. The drum is known as the oldest
musical instrument worldwide.
The frame made from the Tree of Life, the covering the hide of a relative whom gave nourishment for us in life. They
combined together to make a drum.
The Voice beat of a drum will keep negative energy away, ensuring positive energy.
The beat is the heart of the People, and within your heart is where your Spirit dwells.
All positive feelings and healing is experienced by our Spirit, our soul through the “Drum-Can’cega”
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Hindu
Excerpted from Purusha Suktha, Hymn 10.90, Rig Veda
Read by Sankar Sitaraman
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The Omnipresent One has countless heads, eyes, and limbs
He stands in all His majesty pervading the entire Universe and beyond.
All that is past, present and future is His manifestation.
He is the Lord of the immortal state because He is beyond the material world.
The entire Universe is a manifestation of His splendor
But His glory is more than all this.
And all that we see in this universe is but a fourth of this being,
Three fourths of His splendor is in the realms of immortality
And beyond comprehension.
But the quarter, which is in this world,
Appears again and again,
And from that is born the sentient beings
And the insentient beings.
And all these appeared for every one of us to see.
From Him was born the entire cosmos
And from that was born Brahma,
Who pervaded the universe,
Created the earth
And the bodies of all beings.
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responsorial song
Cantor introduces the refrain; then all repeat.
Refrain

Cantor

People

The people repeat the refrain.
Christian
Holy Bible, Proverbs 8:22-32
Read by The Reverend Melanie Mullen
The Lord created me at the
		 beginning of his work,
the first of his acts of long
		ago.
Ages ago I was set up,
at the first, before the
		 beginning of the earth.
When there were no depths I
		 was brought forth,
when there were no springs
		 abounding with water.
Before the mountains had been
		shaped,
before the hills,
		 I was brought forth—
when he had not yet made earth
		and fields,
or the world’s first bits of soil.
When he established the
		 heavens, I was there,
when he drew a circle on the
		 face of the deep,

when he made firm the skies
		above,
when he established the
		 fountains of the deep,
when he assigned to the sea its
		limit,
so that the waters might not
		 transgress his command,
when he marked out the
		 foundations of the earth,
then I was beside him, like a
		master worker;
and I was daily his delight,
rejoicing before him always,
rejoicing in his inhabited world
and delighting in the human
		race.
“And now, my children, listen to
		me:
happy are those who keep my
		ways.”
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Buddhist
Verses for Environmental Practice by Robert Aitken Roshi
Read by Kristin Barker
Waking up in the morning
I vow with all beings
to be ready for sparks of the Dharma
from flowers or children or birds.

When people praise me for something
I vow with all beings
to return to my vegetable garden
and give credit where credit is due.

Sitting alone in zazen
I vow with all beings
to remember I’m sitting together
with mountains, children, and bears.

With tropical forests in danger
I vow with all beings
to raise hell with the people responsible
and slash my consumption of trees.

Looking up at the sky
I vow with all beings
to remember this infinite ceiling
in every room of my life.

With resources scarcer and scarcer
I vow with all beings
to consider the law of proportion:
my have is another’s have-not.

When I stroll around in the city
I vow with all beings
to notice how lichen and grasses
never give up in despair.

Watching gardeners label their plants
I vow with all beings
to practice the old horticulture
and let plants identify me.

Watching a spider at work
I vow with all beings
to cherish the web of the universe:
touch one point and everything moves.

Hearing the crickets at night
I vow with all beings
to keep my practice as simple—
just over and over again.

Preparing the garden for seeds
I vow with all beings
to nurture the soil to be fertile
each spring for the next thousand years.

Falling asleep at last
I vow with all beings
to enjoy the dark and the silence
and rest in the vast unknown.

responsorial song
Cantor introduces the refrain; then all repeat.
Refrain

Cantor

People

The people repeat the refrain.
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Jewish
Hebrew Bible, Genesis 28:10-17
Read by Joelle Novey
Yaakov left Beer-sheva, and set out for Haran.
He came upon a certain place and stopped there for the night, for the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of that
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. He had a dream; a ladder was set on the ground and its top
reached to the sky, and angels of God were going up and down on it.
And Adonai was standing beside him and He said, “I am Adonai, the God of your father Avraham and the God of
Yitzchak; the ground on which you are lying I will assign to you and to your offspring.
Your descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to
the south. All the families of the earth shall bless themselves by you and your descendants.
Remember, I am with you: I will protect you wherever you go and will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you
until I have done what I have promised you.”

offertory
The people remain seated while an offering is received to support the Cathedral’s ministry of sharing God’s love
with the world.

offertory music
For the beauty of the earth

John Rutter (b. 1945)

For the beauty of the earth,
For the beauty of the skies,
For the love which from our birth
Over and around us lies,
Lord of all, to thee we raise
This our joyful hymn of praise.
For the beauty of each hour
Of the day and of the night,
Hill and vale, and tree and flower,
Sun and moon, and stars of light.
Lord of all, to thee we raise
This our joyful hymn of praise.
For the joy of human love,
Brother, sister, parent, child,
Friends on earth, and friends above,
For all gentle thoughts and mild,
Lord of all, to thee we raise
This our joyful hymn of praise.
For each perfect gift of thine
To our race so freely given,
Graces human and divine,
Flow’rs of earth and buds of heav’n,
Lord of all, to thee we raise
This our joyful hymn of praise.
(Folliot Sandford Pierpoint, 1835-1917)
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Muslim
Qur’an Chapter 16:2-18
Recited by Rayyan Syed
With Allah’s Name, The Merciful Benefactor, The Merciful Redeemer
He doth send down His angels with inspiration of His Command, to such of His servants as He pleaseth, (saying):
“Warn (Man) that there is no god but I: so do your duty unto Me.” He has created the heavens and the earth for just
ends: far is He above having the partners they ascribe to Him! He has created man from a sperm-drop; and behold
this same (man) becomes an open disputer! And cattle He has created for you (men): from them ye derive warmth,
and numerous benefits, and of their (meat) ye eat. And ye have a sense of pride and beauty in them as ye drive them
home in the evening, and as ye lead them forth to pasture in the morning. And they carry your heavy loads to lands
that ye could not (otherwise) reach except with souls distressed: for your Lord is indeed Most Kind, Most Merciful.
And (He has created) horses, mules, and donkeys, for you to ride and use for show; and He has created (other) things
of what ye have no knowledge. And unto Allah leads straight the Way, but there are ways that turn aside: if Allah
had willed, He could have guided all of you. It is He Who sends down rain from the sky: from it ye drink, and out of
it (grows) the vegetation on which ye feed your cattle. With it He produces for you corn, olives, date-palms, grapes,
and every kind of fruit: verily in this is a Sign for those who give thought. He has made subject to you the Night and
the Day; the Sun and the Moon; and the Stars are in subjection by His Command: verily in this are Signs for men
who are wise. And the things on this earth which He has multiplied in varying colours (and qualities): verily in this
is a Sign for men who celebrate the praises of Allah (in gratitude). It is He Who has made the sea subject, that ye may
eat thereof flesh that is fresh and tender, and that ye may extract therefrom ornaments to wear; and thou seest the
ships therein that plough the waves, that ye may seek (thus) of the bounty of Allah and that ye may be grateful. And
He has set up on the earth mountains standing firm, lest it should shake with you; and rivers and roads; that ye may
guide yourselves; And marks and signposts; and by the stars (men) guide themselves. Is then He Who creates like one
that creates not? Will ye not receive admonition? If ye would count up the favors of Allah, never would ye be able to
number them: for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.

spoken reflection

Imam Talib Shareef

guided meditation

Kristin Barker

song						
Count on me 					

performed by ADAMS BEAT

closing prayer 				
Prayer of Healing, U.N. Environmental Sabbath Program
Leader
		
		
		

We join with the earth and with each other.
To bring new life to the land
To restore the waters
To refresh the air

People

We join with the earth and with each other.
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Bruno Mars

Leader
		
		

To renew the forests
To care for the plants
To protect the creatures

People

We join with the earth and with each other.

Leader
		
		

To celebrate the seas
To rejoice in the sunlight
To sing the song of the stars

People

We join with the earth and with each other.

Leader
		
		

To recall our destiny
To renew our spirits
To reinvigorate our bodies

People

We join with the earth and with each other.

All
		
		
		
		

To create the human community
To promote justice and peace
To remember our children
We join together as many and diverse expressions of one loving mystery: for the healing
of the earth and the renewal of all life.

blessing

The Very Reverend Randolph Marshall Hollerith

dismissal

The Reverend Melanie Mullen

recessional
Traveling Song 				

performed by Uptown Boyz

Traditional Ojibway

Ojibway Kiin-osha Anishaa-wenji Bimooseyaan
English You (The Creator) are the reason I am walking.

permissions Opening invocations: Christian prayer taken from Earth Day Liturgy of the Hours, Seattle University, 1997, provided by Earth
Ministry, Seattle, WA; Hindu prayer taken from the Vedas and the Upanishads. Translation based on work by Swami Abhedananda of The
Ramakrishna Mission. Sikh prayer taken from Guru Granth Sahib; translation by Sant Singh Khalsa. Opening sentences (adapted) taken
from Worship in Celebration of Creation: In Recognition of Earth Day, McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago, IL. Creators Gift for
Healing by the “Drum-Can’cega” by Jim Red Eagle (Fort Peck Sioux Tribe). Shared with permission. Sikh text taken from Guru Granth
Sahib; translation by Sant Singh Khalsa. Excerpts from Purusha Suktha, Hymn 10.90 taken from the Rig Veda. Translation based on work by
Swami Krishnananda of The Divine Life Society. Proverbs reading taken from New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 1989, Division
of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Verses for Environmental Practice reprinted from The
Dragon Who Never Sleeps: Verses for Zen Buddhist Practice, Copyright 1992, Robert Aitken. Used with permission of Parallax Press [www.
parallax.org]. All rights reserved. Genesis reading (adapted) taken from Tanakh, The Holy Scriptures, Copyright 1985, Jewish Publication
Society. Permission requested. All rights reserved. Qur’an translation taken from The Holy Koran, translated by Abdullah Yusuf Ali, Copyright
2000, Wordsworth Editions Limited. Permission requested. All rights reserved. Closing prayer taken from Only One Earth, United Nations
Environment Programme, 1990.
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service participants
The Very Reverend Randolph Marshall Hollerith, Dean, Washington National Cathedral
The Reverend Melanie Mullen, Director of Reconciliation, Justice and Creation Care, The Episcopal Church
Sankar Sitaraman, Sri Siva Vishnu Temple, Lanham, MD
Dr. Rajwant Singh, Founder and President, EcoSikh
Wambli Gichianga “Sits with Eagle,” English name Shawn Ironmaker
Wakpa Wicasa (River People) of the Stoney Nakoda, Thunderbird Whistle Carrier of the Painted Drum Grass Dance Society for
the Aaiiinih and Nakoda Oyatika (people), Uptown Boyz
Kristin Barker, Director, One Earth Sangha
Joelle Novey, Director, Interfaith Power & Light (DC, MD, NoVA)
Rayyan Syed, ADAMS BEAT, All Dulles Area Muslim Society (ADAMS) Center, Sterling, VA
Imam Talib Shareef, Masjid-Muhammad—The Nation’s Mosque, Washington, DC
Mary Phillips (Laguna Pueblo/Omaha), Native American Researcher/Advocate/Uptown Boyz
The Reverend Canon Leonard L. Hamlin, Sr., Canon Missioner, Washington National Cathedral

musicians
UPTOWN BOYZ

The Uptown Boyz are a DC-based intertribal Native American drum group that perform Native American powwow songs. The group is comprised of men
and women singers and dancers representing tribes from all over the country who reside in the DC area and bring their bold powwow style singing to share the
Native American spirit and culture. Drummers: Jayerr Carrasko, Nicholas Courtney (Makah), Jake Coury (Stockbridge Munsee), Mark Herrera (Seminole),
Shawn Ironmaker (Stoney Nakoda), Max Yamane. Singers: Mary Phillips (Omaha/Laguna Pueblo), Asdząą Sagg (Diné Nation). UptownBoyzDC@gmail.
com | Twitter/Instagram: @UptownBoyzDC | Facebook: @UptownBoyzSingers

ADAMS BEAT

ADAMS BEAT from All Dulles Area Muslim Society (ADAMS) Center, led by Hurunnessa Fariad, is the only mosque youth choir in the United States. The
ADAMS Center’s mission is to provide religious, social, and educational services to enable the Muslim community to fulfill its responsibilities and contribute
to the betterment of society by embodying and exemplifying leadership and excellence and fostering peace. www.adamscenter.org

Canon Michael McCarthy, Director of Music, Washington National Cathedral
George H. Fergus, Associate Director of Music & Assistant Organist, Washington National Cathedral
Cathedral Singers
Thank you for worshiping at Washington National Cathedral, your National Cathedral.
The work of the Cathedral in service to the city, the nation, and the world is made possible entirely through private support. The
gifts of people from across the country and the world are behind every worship service, concert, public program, and the daily
work of maintaining this historic landmark. It is only through your generosity that the Cathedral can fully live into its priorities of
welcoming, deepening, convening, and serving.
We invite you to support the mission and ministry of the Cathedral. Visit cathedral.org to sign up for our weekly newsletter. You can
also make a gift to help keep the Cathedral strong — either as the plate is passed or by using our mobile giving program.
Simply text the dollar amount you wish to give to (202) 856-9005. You’ll be taken to a secure website to enter your credit card
information, which is kept safe and secure. Thank you in advance for your generosity. Please know that your presence with us today
has been a blessing.

3101 Wisconsin Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20016
cathedral.org • @wncathedral

